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A Note To Our Readers 


In our last issue of Resist ance we reprinted communiques 
from the Canadian clandestine organizations Direct Action 
and the Wimmin's Fire Brigade. Since then, the movement 
has been shaken by the arrests of five Vancouver-based 
activists on charges related to the activities of these 
militant groups. In this issue we include an article on 
the actions, the arrests, and the harrassment of polit¬ 
ical activists in this country. 

Previous to the arrests of the five comrades, the police 
and media sensationally spoke of a possible connection 
between the Canadian Direct Action group and a French 
guerrlla organization of the same name. While such a con¬ 
nection is in our minds a totally implausible one, and 
one which is no longer mentioned bv either the police or 
the press, we have included in this issue several texts 
by the French group Action Directe, for your reading. 

In Switzerland the building of nuclear power plants has 
aroused considerable opposition which has developed into 
both mass and clandestine struggle. Along with an intro¬ 
ductory statement by a Swiss autonomist, in this issue we 
present the text of a communique from the group "E.T.", 
claiming responslbilty for the bombing of two powermasts 
on January 30, 1983. 

U.S. military involvement in Central America has reached 
outrageous levels with large scale military exercises in 
Honduras and off the coast of Nicaragua, the use of U.S. 
advisors in El Salvador, the backing of anti-Sandinists 
contras In Nicaragua, and the ongoing supply of arms and 
other forms of aid to right-wing dictatorships in the 
area. We include in this issue the texts of two U.S. 
clandestine organizations, the Armed Resistance Unit and 
the United Freedom Front, which have begun a bombing cam~ 
paign directed at U.S. military institutions in solidari" 
ty with our brothers and sisters fighting against U.S. 
Imperialism in the Central American region. 

We round off this issue with a document from militant! 
organizing against the Cruise missile base now undar QOfI* 
struction at Comiso, Sicily. In this article, the WVifitfi 
call for the formation of self-managed Leagues to priVMl 



the construction of the base through the use of direct 
action such as sabotage and occupation. 

We would like to thank all who have made this issue pos¬ 
sible: our contributors, translators, and sustainers. We 
would also like to remind our readers that if we are to 
continue publishing material on armed and militant strug¬ 
gle in the advanced capitalist world, we Urgently need 
your support. Send us a donation, or suscribe to Resis¬ 
tance (4 issues/$8 regular; 4 issues/$15 institutions). 

V 

Please send all articles, comments and subscription re¬ 
quests to: Friends of Durruti, Box 790, Station A, Van¬ 
couver, B.C., Canada V6C 2N6. 

BACK ISSUES 


Issue No. 5 is still available. This issue contains the 
Litton Bombing communique written by Direct Action, an 
article on the firebombing of three Red Hot Video outlets 
(including the communique from the Wimmin's Fire Brigade), 
a statement on the Anti-NATO demo of 11.6.82 in West Ber¬ 
lin by autonomist and anti-imperialist groups, a paper on 
political prisoners in West Germany, and an interview 
with the Italian autonomist Francesco Piperno. 

PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 

ANARCHY MAGAZINE An excellent magazine with reports on 
militant struggle in England and other European coun¬ 
tries, features and book reviews. Contact Anarchy Maga¬ 
zine, Box A, 84b Whitechapel High St., London El 7QX 
England. 

BLACK FLAG Quarterly paper with articles on recent events 
throughout the world, especially England and other Euro¬ 
pean countries. Contact Black Flag/Black Cross c/o Box 
ABC 121 Railton Road, London SE24 England. 

BULLDOZER Militant prison journal written primarily by 
political prisoners in Canada and the U.S. Issue #6 is 
now available from Bulldozer, P.O.B. 5052, Stn. A, Toron¬ 
to, Ontario, Canada M5W 1W4• 


CLASP BULLETIN New bi-monthly journal published by the 
Civil Liberties Action Security Project with articles on 
police security work and surveillance in Canada. Availa¬ 
ble from CLASP, P.O.Box 65369, Stn. 'F', Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada V5N 5P3. 

THE COMMONWEAL New journal with theoretical, historical 
and practical articles on capitalism and anarchism. 
Available from Box Terrier, 84b Whitechapel High St., 
London El England. 

KICK IT OVER Anti-authoritarian magazine with articles 
on sexuality, feminism, the peace movement, the Vancouver 
Five, etc. Available from Kick It Over, P.O.B. 5811, Stn. 

A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5W 1P2. 

KINESIS A feminist paper with articles on women and the 
women's movement locally, nationally and internationally. 
Covers the anti-pornography movement, the peace movement, 
the trial of the Vancouver Five, and other subjects. Con¬ 
tact Kinesis, Vancouver Status of Women, 400A West 5th 
Ave ., Vancouver, B.C., Canada V5Y 1J8. 

OPEN ROAD International anti-authoritarian news journal. 
Next issue on the theme of 1984; the national security 
state,aadd ways to resist Big Brother, soon to be avail¬ 
able. Write to Open Road, Box 6135, Stn. G, Vancouver, 

B. C., Canada V6R 4G5. 

RESISTANCE NEWSLETTER Bi-monthly paper with texts from 
the trials of the Brinks defendants, articles on the 
Grand Jury, and communiques from American and Puerto 
Rican clandestine organizations. Available from Resis¬ 
tance Task Force, P.O.Box 254, Stuyvesant Stn., NY 10009 
USA. 



VANCOUVER FIVE UPDATE 


Oakalla prison in Burnaby, B.C. is a maximum-security 
concrete dungeon. Inside, five people have waited over 
six months for trial, charged with last year's bombings 
of a B.C. Hydro substation, a Litton Industries plant 
outside Toronto which produces the "brainV for U.S. 

Cruise missiles, and three stores of the Red Hot Videa 
chain which specializes in violent rape films. (The 
groups Direct Action and the Wlmmin's Fire Brigade have 
claimed responsibility for these actions. See Resistance 
No. 4 and No. 5 for the texts of their communiques.) The 
five are also charged with conspiracy to sabotage the 
Canadian Forces Base at Cold Lake, Alberta where the 
Cruise missile is slated to be tested; conspiracy to 
bomb an icebreaker; possesion of stolen and restricted 
I weapons; possesion of explosives; and conspiracy to rob 
a Brinks guard. 

On January 20, 1983, while driving on a lonely mountain 
highway, the five were arrested in an elaborate abduction 
^ staged by the Co-ordinated Law Enforcement Unit. In clas¬ 
sic Hollywood style overkill, complete with a heavily 
armed SWAT team, swarms of hysterical police, and teargas 
cannisters power-shot through the back window, the five 
were ripped out of the truck - some through the broken 
window - and forced to ground with guns to their heads 
and backs. 

I 

Julie Belmas, Gerry Hannah, Ann Hansen, Doug Stewart and 
' Brent Taylor are well known and respected in Vancouver's 
radical community. They have worked on issues such as the 
fight against the extradition of Leonard Peltier, the 
! Solitary Confinement Abolition Project, the campaign 
against the Trident nuclear submarines, solidarity with 
liberation groups in the Third World, organizing the 
first April 26 anti-nuclear protest march (which drew 
65,000 people in 1983, its fourth year), political punk 
music (Gerry was a member of the Subhumans) and political 
journalism. 

"These people are exactly like us," a spokesperson for 
I Rape Relief told a rally outside the first bail hearing 
I for the five. "They have stood with us before to protect 
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the aboriginal people, to condemn sexist violence and to 
howl for peace. We demand their immediate release." 

While loud support for the five came quickly from across 
the country, the media were quick to portray them as 
crazed and isolated terrorists and with one stroke found 
them tried, guilty and condemned. The media were led al¬ 
most exclusively by police "sources" and a slick and 
well orchestrated press conference - complete with weap¬ 
ons allegedly seized from the truck and from concurrent 
raids in Vancouver and New Westminster. In many cases 
the arrests were handled as "case closed" on the bombings 
(as in a "Police quench Fire Brigade" headline), and it 
often appeared that the gravest crime of all was to be an 
"anarchist" or to belong to a "loosely-knit cell" of "ex¬ 
tremists". 

In Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver protests were mounted 
over the hysterical treatment of the arrests by the 
media. Demonstrators outside CBC’s Toronto offices award¬ 
ed the station the "Garbage can school of journalism" 
award for their coverage in which a reporter gained ac¬ 
cess to the home of four of the accused, went through 
their trash and read from "shopping lists" and a personal 
journal. 

In Calgary, fake front pages of the Sun tabloid were 
stuffed in display windows of vending boxes. Parodying 
the hysteria of the official media, the fake Sun r evealed 
"details of a sinister international plot involving Lit¬ 
ton Industries and other high-ranking members of the 
nuclear conspiracy." 

Support for the five has many faces: those who condemn 
the police and media behaviour, those who insist that an 
"impartial" jury will be impossible to find, those who 
protest the harrassment of political activists and those 
who have been involved in struggles associated with the 
actions the five have been charged with. Because some of 
the actions were connected with large-scale protest move¬ 
ments across the country, defense of the five is in real¬ 
ity defense of an entire movement against police destab¬ 
ilization and harrassment. It is also an opportunity to 
publically discuss the issues and the development of an¬ 
other level of struggle. 
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The Litton plant, the B.C. 
Hydro substation, the Red Hot 
Video chain; the sabotage of 
these three businesses had 
followed long, hard-fought 
battles of lawful - yet es¬ 
calating - protest. All three 
actions were .directed toward 
enterprises that were already 
perceived as concrete and im¬ 
mediate threats by a large 
group of people. This assured 
that in the publicity follow¬ 
ing the bombings there would 
be many public voices seizing 
the opportunity to speak up 
about those threats. 

B.C. Hydro's Cheekye-Dunsmuir 
power transmission line, 
linking Vancouver Island with 
the mainland, was to be an 
important component in the 
massive expansion of British Columbia's power system 
which would demand the flooding of agricultural valleys, 
the damming of wild rivers, and the construction of coal 
and nuclear powered generating plants. When the project 
was announced in 1977 opposition began immediately with 
letters to government officials, demonstrations at the 
legislature and submissions to a public meeting. Protest 
had become more direct by 1980 when survey markers were 
pulled out, tires on Hydro vehicles were slashed and a 
protest was called to physically block the bulldozers. 
Parts of the powerline had to be surveyed four times. 

Disregarding the broad-based opposition to its plans, as 
it had so many times before, B.C. Hydro plowed ahead un¬ 
till May 31, 1982 when hundreds of pounds of dynamite 
ripped apart four $1,000,000 shunt reactors which were 
the heart of the Dunsmuir substation, the Vancouver Is¬ 
land terminus of the Cheekye-Dunsmuir line. Although the 
bombing has only stalled the project for the time being, 
it is the single greatest act of sabotage against the 
energy industry in Canada and therefore an important 
model around which discussion and development of a mil- 
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itant resistance movement can take place. 

The November 22, 1982 firebombing of three Red Hot Video 
stores in Vancouver was a successful and unifying action 
because of the thousands of hours of community work which 
proceeded it. The fast-expanding chain of stores exploits 
the fears and repressed sexuality of society in order to 
nrake enormous profits from the sale of violent rape 
films. 

The many fronts of the protest included education, peti¬ 
tions, pickets, demonstrations, sending them unordered 
meals and taxis, spray-painting the stores and stealing 
their neon signs. In mid-October, one store was hit with 
a molotov that failed to ignite. 

The Wimmln's Fire Brigade bombing resulted in the immed¬ 
iate and permanent closure of one of the stores. Another 
closed for fear of getting hit, two others were moved to 
different communities, two more changed their names, and 
five more which had been proposed never opened. The pop¬ 
ularity of the actions was obvious at a later protest 
outside one of the remaining stores when demonstrators 
shouted, "Two down, 11 to go," and "1-2-3 BOOM!" 

Following the firebombing, the anti-pornography campaign 
took off, with greater participation in conferences, pic¬ 
kets and community groups. The media brought greater at¬ 
tention to the views of anti-pornography activists than 
they have ever done before. On the legal front, however, 
where much of the anti-pornography pressure has been 
brought to bear, the results have been discouraging. In 
Vancouver, city council passed a bylaw prohibiting new 
businesses from the sale of any sex-oriented products ex¬ 
cept that of an educational or pharmaceutical nature. 

This has been a disappointment to activists who would 
have liked to have seen violent pornography banned, but 
not erotic or sex-oriented products which could be sex¬ 
ually liberatory. Likewise, in the trial of Red Hot 
Video in Victoria, the question of violence against 
women was not dealt with at all. The conviction of Red 
Hot Video only on the grounds of the sexually explicit 
character of the videotapes and the need to protect the 
"moral welfare of the state" was felt by the Victoria 
anti-pornography group. Women Against Pornography, to 
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"represent a potentially serious blow for women's and 
gay rights, given the prevailing politically right-wing 
attitude in Canada." The manipulation of the concerns of 
the anti-pornography movement in this way serves to in¬ 
dicate, once again, the futility of resorting to the 
state for protection. 

Protest has grown steadily around the fe<leral government 
plans to test the American Cruise missile at an air force 
base in Alberta. But before October 17, 1982, few outside 
Toronto knew that the city's Litton Systems plant manu¬ 
factured, with a federal government subsidy, the guidance 
system for the missile. Despite a four-year campaign of 
sit-ins and leafletting, it was only after a van packed 
with dynamite destroyed part of the plant that Litton's 
role lept into national prominence. 

Partly because there were injuries in the Litton explo¬ 
sion (possibibly resulting from premature ignition caused 
by transmissions from police radios), and partly because 
of the intense police surveillance, harrassment and in¬ 
timidation the Toronto peace movement has been subjected 
to, the bombing sparked debate and some division among 
Toronto activists. 

The Cruise Missile Conversion Project, which suffered a 
large share of police harrassment and which initially 
condemned the bombing, eventually made some qualified 
statements of support. One member stated that "CMCP ob¬ 
jected to the bombing because people were injured... We 
do distinguish between violence to people and violence to 
property in the case where property is being used to 
threaten millions of people. We think damage to property 
can be justified." And CMCP member Ken Hancock, whose 
home was raided in the investigation said: "In a sense 
(the bombing) aided our cause. Certainly it brought the 
issue to everyone's mind and made a lot of people sit up 
and take notice." 

And although the Litton action had little effeet in halt¬ 
ing the race toward nuclear death, one Toronto group re¬ 
cognized another aspect of its importance: The Litton 
bombing "was not an act isolated from the broader peace 
movement. The individuals who acted in the name of Direct 
Action were not merely frustrated individuals. They were 
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acting quite consciously to open up another front against 
the War Machine." 

All of these discussions were revitalized when the five 
people were arrested. Fortunately many - although not 
all - who had condemned the bombings recognized that 
fighting attacks on and railroading of activists is a 
separate and vital issue. Civil liberties groups and law¬ 
yers have focused protest on the concern that police and 
media behaviour have jepardized a fair trial. Others 
have hotly protested the wide-spread surveillance of 
peace groups and women's groups which was used in the in¬ 
vestigation and continues to be used. 

Statements of protest were issued by the Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association; the Vancouver and District Labour 
Council; the Montreal Citizens for Survival; the National 
Action Committee on the Status of Women; the B.C. Law 
Union; several B.C. union locals, and others. 

To concentrate, however, on the concept of a "fair trial" 
fosters the illusion that such a trial is possible and 
even the norm in this country. While it is understandable 
that workers, women and other oppressed groups try to 
protect what rights they have, the framing of the demand 
for a "fair trial" ignores the class-based character of 
the system of bourgeois legality. When it is the poor, the 
working class, and the native people who overwhelmingly 
fill the jails primarily for crimes against property, and 
when the people who are responsible for much greater so¬ 
cial crimes such as hazardous working conditions, envi¬ 
ronmental degradation, price-fixing and other practices, 
never see the inside of a court room, there should be no 
illusion about the "fairness" of the courts. As the five 
put it in a statement they wrote shortly after their ar¬ 
rest: "The Justice System is one sector of the Canadian 
State apparatus which, in its entirety, is thoroughly 
corrupt and injust. By conscious design, through calcula¬ 
ted demand, and paralysed under the accumulated weight of 
centuries of reactionary values and biases, the state 
apparatus functions to maintain and enforce the capital¬ 
ist status quo. Its institutions of bourgeois domination 
perpetuate male supremacy, white supremacy, and class ex¬ 
ploitation. Given this reality, it is obviously not pos¬ 
sible for true fairness or justice to be practiced in the 


6 



ruling classes’ courts." 


Statements of support for the five have come from many 
politically active groups including the Cheekye-Dunsmuir 
Alliance. But the strongest of these have come from the 
women and men who actively oppose the proliferation of 
the Red Hot Video outlets. 


ANN HANSEN & JULIE BELMAS 



The B.C. Federation of Women read a statement at a rally 
held in support of the five: "WE OBJECT to the media por¬ 
trayal of the five accused as crazed terrorists bent on 
creating chaos in this country. WE OBJECT to the media's 
equation of the word 'anarchist' with terrorism. Anar¬ 
chists throughout the world have a proud tradition of 
promoting liberty for workers, self-governing communities 
and opposing both violence against women and children and 
nuclear destruction. We are appalled at how quickly the 
police act to protect the interests of corporations and 
businesses, while the demands of ordinary people for a 
humane existence are largely ignored." 


A statement from Vancouver Rape Relief and Women's Shel¬ 
ter read: "The suffragettes before us poured acid all 
over golf courses, broke hundreds of windows, and in one 
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fell swoop burned down every pillar box in London. It 
seems to us that the bombing of the Cheekye-Dunsmuir 
power station. Red Hot Video pornography outlets and Lit¬ 
ton Industries is in keeping with that tradition and has 
nothing to do with terrorism. The ghoulish profiteers are 
right to suspect us all. None of these bombings could 
have been as effective as they were without the hundreds 
and thousands of organized rebels already at work. The 
Wlmmin's Fire Brigade is everywhere!" 

This Immediate support from the women's movement has re¬ 
sulted in continued dialogue between Ann and Julie and 
the rest of the movement. In a letter written from prison 
to a women's newspaper they wrote: "For centuries the au¬ 
thorities have reacted violently to womyn who resisted; 
they used to brand us as 'witches' and burned us, now 
they label us 'terrorists' and try to bury us in concrete 
tombs.... We feel strong solidarity with feminist womyn 
who are dedicated to questioning themselves for truth 
and who have the sensitivity and political consciousness 
to never create power struggles and oppressive orders 
again. We are sisters forever." 

Support is by no means limited to environmental and fem¬ 
inist groups or to the local movement. Fund-raising ben¬ 
efits have taken place in most Canadian cities as well as 
Dayton, Ohio; Santa Crus, CA; New York City and San Fran¬ 
cisco. There have been demonstrations in many cities in¬ 
cluding at the Canadian Consulate in San Francisco. Ar¬ 
ticles have appeared in journals all over North America 
and Europe - in English, French, German and Dutch. Active 
support work is being done in Edmonton, Calgary, Winni¬ 
peg, Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Seattle, Santa 
Cruz, Philidelphia, Detroit, San Francisco, New York 
City and London, England. 

This solidarity is Increasing despite police harrassment 
of supporters. Surveillance, interrogation and raids on 
politically active people started well before the arrests 
and continues still. 

* After the bombings, the Cruise Missile Conversion Pro¬ 
ject in Toronto had its offices raided, one member's home 
was searched and another member was harrassed and inter¬ 
rogated. 
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* A World Emergency Peterborough member was picked up in 
a movie theatre and interrogated, threatened and intimi¬ 
dated for twelve hours. He was first told he would be 
charged with attempted murder, then with the Litton bomb¬ 
ing. Five hours after he was released, the offices of the 
WE Peterborough were raided. A week later charges were 
dropped. 

* In Vancouver, following the arrests, the homes of four 
people associated with the Free the Five Defense Group 
were raided and typewriters sdized. "We know you are les¬ 
bians," police told two women in one of the homes. 

* Another woman was kidnapped by police who tried to 
blackmail her with threats of charges and bribe her. into 
concocting evidence against others. 

* Friends and supporters of the five have been followed 
and openly photographed. 

* In mid-June the Toronto home of six people, some active 
in the Free the Five Support Group, was raided. (See let¬ 
ter below) The search warrants alleged possession of sto¬ 
len goods, acts of sabotage - including the Litton bomb- 
ing - procuring abortions and seditious libel (a charge 
which has not been prosecuted in over thirty years). The 
police carried off several bags of "evidence" - including 
flats for the anti-prison journal Bulldozer - laid char¬ 
ges for possession of a couple of joints, and charged one 
woman with procuring an abortion, and with theft and pos¬ 
session of stolen goods related to that charge. At the 
time of her arrest the Toronto police drove her around 
the city asking her questions about the Litton bombing, 
and offered to drop the charges against her if she would 
testify against her rooraates. A defence committee has 
been formed to protect Colleen Crosby from this blatant 
example of police harrassment. 

* In August, three homes of supporters, two in Vancouver 
and one in Montreal, were broken into illegally but noth¬ 
ing stolen. In one case, a neighbour saw three men (two 
with briefcases) enter the house, and the resisdent later 
found footprints across the bed towards the rear fire es¬ 
cape . 
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The case is being used as an excuse for increased sur¬ 
veillance and intimidation, and the authorities have made 
their intentions clear. As RCMP Supt. Thomas Gardiner 
said: "Safeguards inherent in a person's use of the tele¬ 
phone and the mail, as well as the sanctity of one's own 
home, sometimes thwart police in bringing criminals to 
justice." Because of this, "some of the safeguards and 
rights we cherish, we may have to give up." 

The case of the five was cited in the House of Commons 
by a cabinet minister as a justification for a new 
civilian intelligence service with a virtual carte 
blanche to wiretap, open mail, surrepticiously enter 
houses, etc., even though the legislation for the cre¬ 
ation of this repressive agency had been prepared long 
before any of the bombings took place. What is becoming 
clear is that Canada has long had all the tendencies of 
a police state which the case of the five has merely 
begun to expose. 



DOUG STEWART 


The five, their defence lawyers and supporters have been 
frustrated at every turn in the court proceedings. Bail 
was - not surprisingly - denied, despite more than 60 



letters presented to the court attesting to their roots 
in the community and the trustworthiness. Eight houses 
and a significant amount of cash were also offered as 
surety. 

On Monday, April 11, an application was filed for a bail 
review for Julie who was thought to have the best chance 
of being released. On Tuesday the long-t^eatened charges 
for the Litton bombing were laid - meaning her immediate 
re-arrest if she were released on bail. The laying of 
these charges at this time, after such avlong delay, dem¬ 
onstrates a coordinated effort to deny the five freedom 
and the opportunity to adequately prepare for their de¬ 
fense . 

They have also lost their right to a preliminary hearing 
- where the government tests its case before a judge and 
the defense has the opportunity to examine the crown's 
case. In an unusual move by the Attorney General, charges 
are now split into four direct indictments, supposedly 
because of the "cost and inconvience" of a preliminary 
hearing. The four indictments are arranged with the less 
political robbery and weapons charges scheduled first in 
an apparent move to erode support. 

When the five appeared for their first hearing in a Van¬ 
couver courtroom there was a spontaneous show of support 
as 150 supporters crammed the building. The crowd mater¬ 
ialized at each court appearance of the five. In an ob¬ 
vious effort to reduce this support, the proceedings were 
moved from Vancouver to New Westminster, about 15 miles 
away. Due to the generally more reactionary and middle- 
class character of New Westminster and other suburbs from 
which the jury will now be drawn, this move seems also to 
have been calculated by the crown to ensure a "guilty" 
verdict. 

Although elaborate searches of all spectators had been 
done in Vancouver, in New Westminster this was done at a 
snail's pace and not even begun until the judge had en¬ 
tered and started the proceedings. At one short appear¬ 
ance only one person actually made it inside the court 
before the session was over and the five whisked away. 
Furious, the crowd stormed down to the sherriff's office 
to protest. The authorities were forced to change the 
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procedure and the next time - after much faster searches 
- the courtroom was filled before the five and the judge 
appeared. 

On July 8, Ann Hansen and Brent Taylor spoke for them¬ 
selves at a bail review. They questioned the legitimacy 
of the court and spoke of the absence of justice in a 
system which jails native people and the poor but allows 
the real terrorists - the capitalists who threaten our 
community, our lives and our planet - to walk free. They 
also spoke of the impossibility of preparing an adequate 
defense with consultation with lawyers, witnesses and 
each other is severely restricted. 

Although spectators - and even reporters - were moved by 
their words, the judge, not surprisingly, again denied 
bail. But it had been clearly shown that the court's de¬ 
cision was based on distortions and lies, and that the 
five were being denied freedom primarily because of 
their political beliefs. 

In the two weeks of pretrial motions since the Sept. 6th 
beginning of the court case on the first indictment - 
conspiracy to rob a Brinks guard, possession of restrict¬ 
ed weapons, vehicle theft, possession of stolen property 
and break and enter - Justice S. Martin Toy has rejected 
three important motions offered by the defense. Toy rejec 
ted the first defense motion made under the constitution¬ 
al right to equality before the law, and under natural 
justice in common law, that the five be granted the pre¬ 
liminary hearing which was denied them by the prosecu¬ 
tion. The judge also rejected the defense motion that the 
five be given a stay of proceedings because of the sensa¬ 
tionalist publicity which has made an impartial jury an 
impossibility. To support its position on the latter mo¬ 
tion, the defense brought in three expert witnesses - 
memory psychologists Dr. Neil Vidmar and Dr. John Yuille, 
and media content analyslst and pollster Dr. Jay Schul- 
man. Schulman, who has assisted the defense in such poli¬ 
tical trials in the U.S. as that of Bill and Emily Har¬ 
ris, the Brinks trial. Wounded Knee trials, and the trial 
of the Harrisburg Eight, conducted a poll in the legal 
jurisdiction which indicated that prejudice against the 
five ran very high. In rejecting the defense motion Toy 
played down this evidence, and hypocritically disregarded 
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the precedent set by a Quebec court which, in a similar 
situation of sensationalist press coverage, stayed the 
proceedings in a recent case against an RCMP officer 
charged with the 1971 theft of the separatist Parti Que- 
becois' mebership list. Though Toy rejected the defense 
motion to stay the proceedings, he did allow the defense 



BRENT TAYLOR 


to question the prospective jurors for prejudice, a prac¬ 
tice normally not accepted in Canadian courts. 

The judge also rejected a motion by Lawyer Glen Orris, 
representing Doug Stewart, challenging the jury array on 
the grounds that it was not randomly selected, but con¬ 
sisted instead of groups of potential jurors who live in 
close proximity to prisons in the area and who could be 
expected because of this to have a more pronounced 'law 
and order' mentality. The sheriff involved in overseeing 
the selection of jurors has previously angered other 
lawyers on account of his racist practice of excusing na¬ 
tive people as unfit for jury duty. During the political 
trial of AIM militants Gary and Dino, for example, this 
same sheriff privately told a defense lawyer that he made 
sure that native people were excluded because of their 
"drunken habits". 
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During the pretrial motions the defense has requested in¬ 
formation dealing with RCMP surveillance before the ar¬ 
rests of the five. The existance of such information was 
inadvertently leaked by prosecutor Gillet while senior 
crown counsel Jardine was on holiday. Jardine stated in 
court that he would resist handing this information to 
the defense as it referred to "intelligence" materials 
which the B.C. Attorney-General specifically ordered him 
not to disclose. Jardine argued that because this sur¬ 
veillance was conducted prior to the investigation into 
Direct Action and the Wimmins’ Fire Brigade, it was ir¬ 
relevant to the case. It is thought that the RCMP Securi¬ 
ty Service handed the surveillance work over to the Co¬ 
ordinated Law Enforcement Unit at the time of the inves¬ 
tigation in order to cover up its own involvement in 
widespread surveillance of Vancouver's political communi¬ 
ty before any of the bombings. One of the side effects of 
the trial of the five will be just this kind of disclos¬ 
ure of the extent and methods of police surveillance. 

Meanwhile, the movements against state and corporate ter¬ 
rorism have escalated their tactics. New acts of civil 
disobedience and direct action confound authorities. Last 
March, a group calling itself "Friction Directe" bombed 
two Canadian Forces armories in Montreal, as a protest of 
U.S. aid to right-wing Central American reigmes. In Vic¬ 
toria, feminists dumped garbage bags of chicken shit on a 
pornographic magazine rack while store personnel were dis 
tracted. In Toronto last November 60 people were arrested 
in the largest act of civil disobedience taken so far to 
stop the production of the guidance system of the Cruise 
missile at the Litton plant. In B.C., a group calling it¬ 
self the North Shore Garden and Arbour Club took direct 
action to foil an extortion attempt by a ski resort which 
threatened to log a scenic mountainside unless a nearby 
city forked over $400,000. The Garden and Arbour Club 
spiked over 1,000 trees to destroy them as lumber without 
harming them as trees. Perhaps the most significant exam¬ 
ple of direct action though, considering the widespread 
opposition to B.C. Social Credit's reactionary legisla- 
slation, is that of the workers at a center for the men¬ 
tally handicapped who faced liranediate layoffs and the 
greatly speeded up closure of the center. The workers 
occupied 10 buildings in the complex, kicking out their 
bosses and managing the center themselves, as well as 
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setting up a worker-community council to suggest ways of 
reintroducing the mentally handicapped back into the com¬ 
munity in a humane, caring way. 

The five have continually stressed from jail that the 
greatest priority is continuing our struggle for libera¬ 
tion and the protection of our planet. Their trial, now 
underway in New Westminster, is only a chapter in that 
struggle. The most effective support that can be offered, 
and the best defense for ourselves, is to build an effec¬ 
tive resistance movement that enables ud' to fight for our 
survival. As Ann has written; "People should be angry, 
not because we are in jail, but because the military- 
industrial complex is still moving forward, virtually un¬ 
checked, with their life-destroying projects." 

For more information, contact: 

Free the Five Defense Group 
P.O.B. A8296, Bentall Station 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Canada V7X lAl 

Or write any of the five directly: Julie Belmas, Ann 
Hansen, Gerry Hannah, Doug Stewart, Brent Taylor at 
Oakalla Prison, Drawer "0", Burnaby, B.C. V5H 3N4. 

TORONTO RAID 


Below we reprint two statements concerning the raid on 
June 3rd, 1983 by the Toronto Municipal Police on the 
Cambridge St. house of activists involved with the Toron¬ 
to Free the Five Support Group and the prison abolition 
journal. Bulldozer . 

The first is a statement which was published in the Sept. 
1983 issue of Kick It Over , written by the broad based 
Cambridge Support Group which was formed to protest the 
raid on these activists. 

The second statement was released by the Bulldozer Col¬ 
lective following the raid on their house. We urge our 
readers to express their solidarity by sending donations 
for legal and production expenses to the Bulldozer , P.O. 
Box 5052, Station A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5W 1W4. 
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Groups Protest Cambridge St. Raid 


On Monday, June 13 a houseful of political activists on 
Cambridge Street (near Broadview and Danforth) was raided 
by Litton investigation squad of the Metropolitan Toronto 
Police. Brandishing warrants, the 10 or so police in¬ 
volved proceeded to conduct a 4 1/2 hour search, seizing, 
among other things, the mailing list for BULLDOZER, a 
prisoners' rights magazine. While newspaper columnists 
discuss the very real threats to civil liberties posed by 
the proposed new civilian spy agency, assaults on people 
with differing political, social and spiritual beliefs 
are occurring at this very moment. 

These assaults are part of a wave of repression directed 
against the right of peace activists and others to engage 
in free association in their efforts to halt the nuclear 
arms race and to build an alternative world, the rights 
of gays and lesbians to engage in consensual sex, the 
right of women to control their own bodies, and the right 
of magazines to exercise free speech. 

We must act or soon no one will be safe. 


CAMBRIDGE SUPPORT GROUP 


The undersigned groups and individuals hereby: 1) condemn 
the harrassment of politically active people; 2) demand 
that the evidence leading to the issuance of the warrants 
in the Cambridge case be made available to those concern¬ 
ed; and 3) express our public concern over the potential 
erosion of civil liberties implied in the proposal for 
the new civilian spy agency. 


June 30, 1983 
Toronto 


Against Cruise Testing, Margaret Atwood, Broadside, Bull¬ 
dozer, June Callwood, CIRPA (Citizen's Independent Review 
of Police Activities), Matthew Clark, Committee of Prog¬ 
ressive Electors, Cruise Missile Conversion Project, 

Prof. Frank Cunningham - Philosophy - University of Tor¬ 
onto, CUEW (Canadian Union of Educational Workers) Loc. 

2, Development Education Centre, East End Peace Action, 
Free the Five Committee (Toronto), GLAD (Gay and Les- 
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bians' Association for Disarmament), GLARE (Gay Liberatio 
Against the Right Everywhere), Grindstone Co-operative, 
International Women's Day Committee, Kick It Over, Law 
Union of Ontario, Aid. Jack Layton, Lesbian Mothers' De¬ 
fense Fund, NDP Gay and Lesbian Caucus, Prof. Graeme 
Nicholson - Philosophy - University of Toronto, Prison¬ 
ers' Solidarity Group, Quakers' Committee on Jails and 
Justice, Queens' Park Peace Camp, Rape Crisis Centre, Re¬ 
gent Park Committee Against Police Harrassment, Right to 
Privacy Committee, SCM Bookroom, Richard Shapcott, Soli¬ 
darity with the East Europeari Peace Movements, Francis 
Sparshott, STRIKE!, Toronto Nuclear Awareness, UCAM (U of 
T Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament), Sue Vohanka, Women's 
Action for Peace, Women Against Violence Against Women, 
Women Working with Immigrant Women, Youth Action for 
Peace (Ottawa). 

BULLDOZER Statement 


TORONTO, ONT. 

JUNE 23/83 

On Monday June 13th, 1983, the Metropolitan Toronto Pol¬ 
ice raided our house on Cambridge Ave. as part of the 
ongoing investigation into the bombing of the Litton Sys¬ 
tems Plant outside the city last October. On one level, 
this is just one of a series of raids which have taken 
place in Toronto. Unfortunately, there are many indica¬ 
tions that this is a definite escalation of the harrass¬ 
ment that has been directed against members of the left 
and activists within the peace movement. 

First off, the raid was directly linked to the fact that 
the local support work for the Five people arrested in 
Vancouver and charged with the Litton bombing amongst 
many other charges has been essentially centered in our 
house. Much of the initiative has come from some of the 
people living here; we are connected to them politically 
and personally. We have not tried to deny these links. We 
support them as friends. And we support them politically 
because we believe that it is imperative to support pol¬ 
itical people facing charges stemming from political ac¬ 
tivity virtually regardless of the charges involved. 

More disturbingly though, the raid also seems to be a 
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direct attack against Bulldozer . (For anyone not familiar 
with Bulldozer , it is a magazine written by and for pol¬ 
itical prisoners, with production and distribution being 
done by some of the people living here.) We were in the 
midst of production for issue #6 which was shaping up to 
be the best issue yet. We were, and are, excited by this 
issue and it caught us at virtually the worst time possi¬ 
ble. Seizure of the copy for the new issue was specified 
in the search warrant. The typeset galleys were taken 
along with the original articles. The mailing list was 
also seized. Production has been set back a month and 
some expenses will have ta be duplicated. Xeroxes of the 
mailing list were returned to us and we are currently 
trying to get the typeset copy back as well. 

It was rather a mistake to have the mailing list in our 
possesion. Partially this was because the mailing list 
was in shambles and needed a lot of work. It is rather 
difficult to work on material without possesing it. But 
more importantly, after months of precaution since the 
arrests of the Five last January, we had become less se¬ 
curity conscious than we should have been. Without direct 
experience in dealing with repression, mistakes will be 
made because knowledge of counter tactics remain on an 
intellectual rather than an emotional level. That is, 
precautions have not yet become second nature. There is 
also a problem in understanding the relationship between 
resistance and repression. It is imperative to clearly 
distinguish between the ego-oriented, over-flowing para¬ 
noia that comes from thinking that one is a threat to the 
state when actually one is of no consequence. And, the 
other extreme, the false sense of security that comes 
from thinking that the state will attack only when it has 
a "legal right to act." The hair splitting that has been 
introduced in the debate around the new security act that 
tries to separate "legitimate" and "illegitimate" dissent 
is entirely bogus. The state would have to gather an 
enormous amount of information to make such a decision on 
any particular group. 

The political offenses listed on the warrant - and it is 
important to note that iw charges have been laid along 
these lines are 1. - Seditious Libel 2. - Sabotage of 
Litton. These remain over our heads as potential charges. 
They could be laid at any time or held off indefinitely. 
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Needless to say, we had nothing to do with the Litton 
bombing. We were as surprised as anyone to see the head¬ 
lines about that action in the morning paper of October 
15th. What has separated us from many people is that we 
haven't tried to put as much distance as possible between 
ourselves and that action. We are neither pacifists nor 
guerrilas. We recognize that armed struggle will be chos¬ 
en as an option by elements of the resistance; that such 
militancy is not the result of some pathological or ego¬ 
tistical motives on behalf of the revolutionaries but is 
a reflection of the intransigence of the!'corporate state. 
The enemy which has forced so many people to take up arms 
in Central America simply to protect themselves is the 
same enemy we face. These are the people who used satura¬ 
tion bombing for four years against Vietnam after they 
realized that they could not win the war. This was ven- 
gence pure and simple. Yet here in the homeland we are 
expected to be content to dialogue with power and vote 
every four or five years. 

Immediately after the raid, we thought that the accusatioi 
of association, or possible association with the Litton 
bombing, was merely an excuse to come fishing. But as the 
situation has clarified, it has become more apparent that 
the Toronto police are very seriously looking for the 
"Toronto link." On one level, this is encouraging because 
it indicates that they have very little information on 
what actually did happen leading up to October 14. Their 
case against the Five accused is probably very weak. The 
danger lies in the strong temptation the local police 
must have to "solve the case" regardless of what evidence 
exists. The Police have been caught flat-footed recently. 
They have drawn blanks in virtually all of the major 
cases over the past year or so. These cases include the 
mysterious deaths of over 20 children at Sick Kids hos¬ 
pital; the sexual abuse and strangulation of nine-year 
old Morningstar Keenan last fall; the various brutal at¬ 
tacks and murders on women last summer. And the British 
Columbia police actually produced most of the leads that 
exist on Litton. It is hard to maintain the imagi; of 
being a prestigious police department when the statistics 
indicate quite the opposite. It is quite possible that 
someone in Toronto will be set up for the Litton rap. It 
could be us, it could be someone else. But one shouldn't 
be surprised if it happens. 
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Having spent some time studying the "Seditious Libel" 
laws, we remain as confused as ever as to what such a 
charge would actually mean. Supposedly it is an advocation 
of the use of force to overthrow the government without 
proper authority. Now, that hardly clarifies anything at 
all. If we are guilty then we share that guilt with tens 
of thousands of other Canadians. The state will be hard- 
pressed to come up with any written documentation where 
we have actually called for an armed uprising. This com¬ 
pletely reduces and trivializes our politics. Besides, we 
try to avoid such pointless rhetoric. 

One can hardly expect the cops to understand the complex¬ 
ities of anti-imperialist politics. The bureaucratic mal¬ 
aise within which they operate prevents even the few in¬ 
telligent cops from understanding between the armed over¬ 
throw of the government - which would accomplish very 
little - and the total social transformation of this so¬ 
ciety. The former is a specific series of acts controlled 
by a small cadre of leaders who seek to substitute them¬ 
selves for the previous rulers. The latter is a complica¬ 
ted and lengthy process in which all social relations are 
challenged and transformed by the active participation 
and creativity of everyone continued over a very long 
period of time. The political overthrow of the government 
would be a diversion from an authentic social revolution. 

What is obvious is that the threat of such a charge as 
"Seditious Libel" is an attempt to stifle debate and dis¬ 
cussion. Bulldozer is a legal magazine yet its existence 
was severely compromised by the raid. Bulldozer is a 
forum of communication for the "disappeared" people in 
N.A., those people who have been buried by the state in 
the prisons. Increasingly Bulldozer was finding its com¬ 
munity amonst the political prisoners, white, native and 
Black whom the state is trying to silence. As a collec¬ 
tive we sought to use our media skills to give voice to 
those people who had directly challenged the power of the 
state. 

In this Brave New World that we find ourselves in, com¬ 
munication itself becomes suspect. Without having commit¬ 
ted any crime, we discovered that our most intimate as 
well as our most political conversations were monitored 
within our own home. We knew for quite a while this was a 


possibility but it is quite an intimidating and choking 
experience to concretely learn that little of our lives 
has been protected from the prying ears of the state over 
the past several months. To not be able to speak freely 
in ones own home for fear of room bugs merely confirms 
the worst fears of the state; that there can be no com¬ 
promise between our freedom and the state's existence. 

One direct result of the surveillance on us was the lay¬ 
ing of four criminal charges on a woman who had no direct 
participation in the political activities for which the 
surveillance was supposedly legally justified. The char¬ 
ges are very serious; procurring an abortion, procurring 
instruments for an abortion and two theft charges. We 
protest these charges and are totally outraged by them. 
The person charged is innocent of any wrongdoing. At the 
time the charge was laid it was used as leverage to try 
to gain information on the political activities of 
others. 

In spite of the tensions that have percolated through 
all of us from the trauma of the raid and its aftermath, 
we are gaining strength and experience. We are prepared 
for whatever comes and we will fight on both the politi¬ 
cal and legal fronts. Financial support is needed to 
challenge the legitimacy of the search warrants, but 
especially for the abortion charges. Remember that this 
woman is suffering persecution because she chose to live 
with "enemies of the state." Hardly a heinious crime in 
itself. It is doubtful that many people could be under 
Intensive surveillance for some months and not engage 
in some behaviour or another that is deemed "criminal". 

Bulldozer #6 will come out. It will be late. It will be 
good. Ironically, we were having problems writing an in¬ 
troduction on "Resistance and Repression". But that prob¬ 
lem has been solved. It should be noted that the last 
time a charge of "Seditious Libel" was laid was in 1950. 
So to even use it as a threat indicates the depth to 
which they are willing to stoop. We need political, moral 
and financial support. Money received, unless specified 
will be shared between the costs of bringing out Bulldoz¬ 
er^, fighting the abortion charges and other support ex¬ 
penses. Please send any contributions to the Bulldozer, 
P.O.B. 5052, Stn. A, Toronto, Ont. Canada M5W 1W4. And 
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remember the Vancouver Five need your support now more 
than ever. 


SWISS ANTI NUCLEAR BOMBINGS 


On a steep hill in the forest above Pratteln, about two 
km from the construction site of the planned AKW Kaiser- 
augst, a mast was blown up by a group called "E.T.". An¬ 
other one, only 10m beside the autobahn Basel-Frick, did 
not detonate. 

The Swiss exported 23% of their power in 1982. The AKW 
Fisgeu now and the AKW Leibstatd in 1984 will produce 
only for export. These are the facts behind the AKW op¬ 
ponents' attempt to "disconnect the power-line which 
links the AKW's Fisgeu and Fessenheim (France) and which 
Kaiseraugst should join." (from the communique). 

But the attack didn't succeed to disconnect the 400,000 
Watt power-line. The Atel mast No. 67, facing the brew¬ 
ery Feldschlossi in Rheinfeldon and on which the explo¬ 
sives didn't detonate, stands only about 10m beside the 
autobahn. Even though it is an angle-mast, the possibili¬ 
ty that the mast could have fallen on the autobahn can't 
be excluded. 

A look in the forest above Pratteln shows the incredible 
energy the explosives and the falling mast freed: the 
props are completely severed, the pedestles are busted, 
one mast was hurled 20m down the hill where it lies twis¬ 
ted and crumpled up in the trees while the second, itsb 
mast torn, is bending its top to the ground. The torn 
cables damaged the roofs of nearby houses in the valley. 

The attempt, which was badly organized in comparison to 
previous actions of the AKW saboteurs, evoked headshaking 
among the moderate AKW opponents, mainly because it hit a 
region which is united against Kaiseraugst (except the 
high Capitol) . 

The resistance against this nuclear power station goes 
back to the spring of 1975 when hundreds of people stop¬ 
ped the bulldozers and occupied the construction site for 
three months. The fact that the authorities in the inter¬ 
est of the capitol just ignored the will of a whole re- 
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gion with this insane project was the cause for a wide¬ 
spread militant involvement. In June '77, 80% of the vo¬ 
ters in the canton of Basel obliged the cantonal govern¬ 
ment with a nuclear protection inititive to do all they 
can to prevent nuclear facilities in the region. 

The decision over Kaiserangst has dragged on for years - 
from the decision in the nuclear lobby-triendly-Bundesral 
in 1981, the Standerat in February '82, and until the 
decision of the Nationalrat in the fall of 1983. The 
star—march in Basel with more than 10,000 people after 
the "yes" of the Standerat in February proved that the 
resistance neither broke apart nor slowed down in spite 
of the embarrassing retreat of the unions and one bour- 
geios committee after a ridiculous dispute about a leaf¬ 
let. The resistance movement is not to be broken by pol¬ 
itical slogans of the bourgeois opponents. 

The involvement of a new generation - people from the 
autonomist movement and students - brought enthusiasm anc 
new ideas to the struggle against this project. Besides 
the rally numerous other actions took place. In front of 
banks people distributed "owner-stocks" of the KKW Kais¬ 
erangst AG to show the involvement of the big banks SGB 
and SKA, and the nuclear lobby. At different schools 
pupils organized strikes and rallies. Over 200 students 
joined a strike at the university and participated in an 
action day. 

The Basel pupils-committee sent a petition with 800 sig- 
nitures to the Nationalrat with the Information that 
they would continue to practice direct action resistance. 
Warning-fire street barricades on three northwest Swiss 
border-crossings reminded the drivers of Kaiserangst of 
the deeply felt opposition. AKW opponents also protested 
legal civil disobedience, by paying their hydro 
bills in installemnts, thus tying up the computers. 

The "Easter Camp '83" on the Kaiserangst grounds was or¬ 
ganized by the new group "Kaiserangst Never", mostly peo¬ 
ple of the autonomist movement. About 3000 people dis¬ 
cussed in the public meeting further actions. 

On May 4th and 5th there will be a closed hearing with 
advocates and opponents and government representatives 
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and a Nationalrat conunission in a health resort in Rhein- 
feldon. The commission will also take a look at the con¬ 
struction site. It was the situation of this closed meet¬ 
ing which dominated the discussion of "Kaiseraugst Never". 
The plenary meeting decided to organize a one week occu¬ 
pation beginning May 1st. But already a dispute between 
the militant and moderate opponents broke out again. 

While the militants planned a "traffielway" blockade 
(trains, roads, autobahn) and calling out an ungovernable 
region, the moderates are content with just building a 
human chain from Rheinfelden to the construction site. 
Whichever choice is made, it is hoped that the commis¬ 
sioners get a proper reception. 

NOTES 


Bundesrat: federal government, seven members. 

Standerat: representatives of the cantons, two/canton, 46 
members. 

Nationalrat: representatives of inhabitants, % age, 244 
members. 

Atel: Aare-Tessin-Electrogesellschaft. 

AKW: Atomkraftwerk, the advocates call it KKW to avoid 
the word 'atom'. 

We Won’t Forget That Night_ 


(a not very official statement) 

We just want to make clear at the beginning: E.T. is the 
Initials of our nicknames - Esther and Theo. And: we are 
neither political - nor explosive - professionals. 

We were already thinking quite a while about what we 
could do in case the nuclear lobby continues seriously to 
back Kaiseraugst. We had a propitious chance and took a 
bit of gelatine from a construction site of one of the 
damned autobahns and preserved it with wise foresight. 

Esther went several times to meeting and conferences of 
the AKW opponents and came back pissed-off each time. We 
did, however, learn in this way that the "yes" decision 
of the Standerat was imminent and so we were forced to 
take action. As we explained in our communique, we deci¬ 
ded to disconnect the Links fosgen-Fessenheim. 
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For the calculation of the quantity of the explosive, we 
asked a popular major of the Swiss Army. According to 
him, our stock was enough fo^ two masts. This calculation 
is quite simple: for each cm cr^ss section you use 25 
grammes. In our case it was 21cm per carrier, so 525 
grammes, or 3 1/2 sticks of 160 grammes. In all, we at¬ 
tached 24 such packages - three on each corner. These 
technical details seem important to us: -they show that it 
is not true that we endangered human beings. We used as 
much as necessary. Our choice ,of the angle-mast reflects 
our concern too, because we knew that it' (pulled by the 
cables) could only fall in one direction. In Rheinfeldon 
we attached the sticks on the opposite side from the 
damned autobahn, so no splits could go the wrong direc¬ 
tion. 

First we planned to blow up a mast each of us. But Theo's 
glasses became opague with every exertion and Esther 
doesn't like to ride bike by night, so we did both masts 
together. This compelled us to use alarm-clocks for the 
ignition to have enough time to get from Rheinfelden to 
Dornach. 

But first we installed the sticks in Rheinfelden and the 
alarm-clock we bought in a supermarket had a guarantee. 
They should pay us back the guarantee: the alarm clock 
didn't ring.' Unless someone passed by and noticed the 
warning posters (Attention- Explosives) we put up in 
every direction to the mast. On the other hand its get¬ 
ting more and more difficult to do things in Aarjau can¬ 
ton. Theo, who comes from there, knows how to sing a song 
about it: In Leibstadt (where AKW is constructing a nuc¬ 
lear plant) nobody had the guts to shoot an anti-tank 
rocket (a whopper against tanks) against the AKW like in 
Malville (France). 

Comrade Euler, (a bastard social democrat in the Nation- 
alrat, guru of the moderate opponents) what would you 
say, when you still have to go on cooler tower sightsee¬ 
ing tours with your grandchildren? We want to show our 
children chickens searching for food in the ruins of the 
former lie pavillion and say: here those assholes began 
to construct, but could never finish anything. Here we 
were victorious. 
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It was quite strenuous to get to Pratteln by bike with 
the backpack in the back. Fortunately, there were two of 
us, so we could carry ignition and explosives separated: 
a little safety trick Theo learned in the Army. 

In Pratteln we calculated it so that the mast had to fall 
in the forest. But sabotage brings its surprizes: in 
Rheinfelden those that tried to portray us as being dan¬ 
gerous denied that the mast would have dropped in the 
planned direction. Pratteln proved the opposite and a 
bit more. This shitty Atel (an energy multinational) 
constructs its masts so badly that another one fell as 
well. Just to think about it makes us afraid to walk be¬ 
neath a power line. 

We couldn't imagine even in a dream that a mast would 
lose its cables and damage the houses of sleeping people. 
Its understandable if you shake your head upon seeing 
the pictures with the cables on the roofs. We were sure 
that there was no power in it, but in opposition to Atel 
we don't like to endanger other people - our own risk is 
enough for us. 

From Pratteln we rode to Dornach, where we put our let¬ 
ters into the mailbox. After that we burned our shoes and 
gloves to remove unnecessary tracks and warm us up with 
it. We won't forget this night. And you? 

Esther and Theo 

ACTION DIRECTE 


Below we present four texts concerning the French guer- 
rila movement "Action Directe". A vital part of these 
texts is the denuciation of the guilt-by-association 
strategy which has been used to discredit this organiza¬ 
tion. Even though other organizations such as the Euro¬ 
pean Nationalist Fascists have claimed, or are thought to 
be responsible for, the anti-semetic massacres upon which 
this strategy is based, the initial branding in the mass 
media of "Action Directe" in connection with these massa¬ 
cres has caused great damage. 

Though suffering setbacks from this guilt-by-association, 
increased repression from the Mitterand government which 


26 




ordered them dissolved on August 17th, 1982, and interna] 
difficulties, "Action Directs" has continued its anti- 
imperialist campaign, and on August 28, 1983 attacked the 
French defence ministry and the Socialist Party Headquar¬ 
ters in response to the involvement of the French Army ir 
the Chadian civil war. 

All of the texts below, except for the '?Alms and History' 
section from the "Action Directs Interview" which was re¬ 
printed from Black Flag Vol. II No. 3 Summer 1983, have 
been translated from the December 1982 pamphlet published 
by the legal support group "Defense Active". For more in¬ 
formation, contact: Defense Active, 6 rue de la Reine 
Blanche, 75013 Paris, France. 

AprH 17 1982 Communique 


The conjurers of terrorism have resurrected their spec¬ 
tre. With the authority of police sirens, the right and 
the left are joining in the witch hunt. The fantasm de¬ 
picting bomb throwers and international terrorism is 
spread shamelessly over the front pages of newspapers, 
feeding the little fears of the bourgeoisie and stirring 
the most primitive instincts for vengeance. This raging 
storm of terrorism, terrorism in both words and practice, 
does not come from us; it is orchestrated by the domin¬ 
ant class and its repressive agents of power. In short, 
what kind of reality permits the growth of hatred towards 
that which is nothing more than an immense campaign of 
distortion? Who is using this scapegoat as a distraction, 
and what is easily being accomplished at the same time? 
What is it about ACTION DIRECTE that puts it in the posi¬ 
tion of being labelled by the confusing and spectacular 
word "terrorist", as if we had nothing to contribute pol¬ 
itically? 

The acts blamed on ACTION DIRECTE are journalistic and 
police fabrications which are becoming integrated into a 
general offensive of the right and the repressive ele¬ 
ments of the left. This is in response to the actual 
political context: the defeat of the (Mitterand) govern¬ 
ment in the district elections, and the obvious difficul¬ 
ties of making concrete decisions and stated goals accep¬ 
table in a context of class collaboration. The three main 
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routes to the realization of power are today at stake: 
economic power, the power of information and police 
power. The government's inability to control the economy 
is increasing: as far as unemployment. Inflation or in¬ 
ternational trade, the social-communist government shows 
itself incapable of realizing its objectives. The attempt 
to rationalize the brutal capitalism inherited from the 
previous government, is to us impossible. Social action 
systematically hurls itself against the powers of estab¬ 
lished interests, failing to dent them. Through talk and 
action the ruling class has strategically created an 
abyss, into which they are carrying with them the execu¬ 
tives, the businessmen and other segments of the middle 
class. In view of the weakness of "change", the reaction¬ 
aries have understood that the government does not have 
the means to act efficiently, and have taken advantage by 
expanding their offensive. The few concessions made by 
the media are now being challenged, while most of the 
power of information, newspapers and radio, is in the 
hands of the reactionaries, leaving no alternatives. It 
is the police and the judicial system who now dominate 
with the renewal of the "Security and Freedom" project. 
And what of the voluntary(?) resignation of the Minister 
of the Interior, in the face of the show of force by the 
extreme right-wing of the police. The conjunction of 
these three offensives, in order to inflame the public's 
emotions, now focuses primarily on the Communist Combat- 
tants and will continue onto others, unless a united 
opposition is formed from the diverse elements of the 
revolutionary movement. The scenario is simple: 

- using uncertainties generated by slow changes in ev¬ 
eryday life, and the vacillating of parts of the mid¬ 
dle class, 

- taking large-scale action encompassing the entire 
media, and creating a scapegoat in the media, 

- loosening the reins of power of right-wing police 
groups and their Zionist or fascist collaborators 

- and confirmation of the expansion of general control, 
in which the chosen victim is naturally this scapegoat 
so well displayed. 

We do not pretend to be so dangerous that an entire army 
of assasins must be mobilized against us! The reactionar- 


28 



ies' plan is clear: to overtly criminalize us, to liquid¬ 
ate, without justification, a revolutionary organization 
that struggled fiercely against them while they were toy¬ 
ing freely with the "affairs" and "flaws" of Gisgardism, 
forcing anonymous violent actions in order to crush us 
with impunity. This is a crude trap and one we will not 
fall into. So far, the violence has been that of arson¬ 
ists of the inhabited house at 28 Charbpniere Street of 
28th arroidessement, who took tht responsibility to in¬ 
cinerate, in the middle of the night, 40 persons, includ¬ 
ing many women and children.- This viole^jce comes from the 
police who had, a few weeks before, under the pretext of 
conducting a search, worked over Turkish workers who 
lived at numbers 10, 12, and 14 of the same street. This 
violence comes from a frame-up - the imprisonment of, 
among others, a young Turk arrested during a confronta¬ 
tion in front of his dooor by a commando group of fascist 
cops in civilian clothes.,.All of this in a framework of 
widespread violence instituted by the ruling militia, 
surveillance and open repression of immigrants and the 
young. DEFERRE and BADMINTER are backing these distor¬ 
tions, reinforcing the power of the police to the point 
of despotism, making the extreme right applaud them. 

Despite collective hysteria, ACTION DIRECTE will continue 
the political path that the organization has chosen and 
that we have explained in other articles, starting with 
"For a Communist Project", published in March *82. 

Our goals are, to build the communist organization, star¬ 
ting with the factories, to fight the restoration of cap¬ 
italism on its fundamental ground of imperialism, work 
and housing, and to fight for an immediate communist ap¬ 
propriation in everyday life. These goals develop the 
militant revolutionaries of ACTION DIRECTE in the strug¬ 
gle against the exploitation of workers and other op¬ 
pressed classes in the developed capitalist countries, 
and in the countries of the third world under the yoke of 
American, European or Japanese hegemonies. This is a glo¬ 
bal effort, on all terrain and in all forms, with all 
revolutionaries who are not satisfied with a "support 
critique" of power. 

An easy error, loaded with consequences, is to confuse at 
organization that defends the principle of armed struggle 
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and have used it, with an organization of armed struggle, 
if it is not with the armed struggle. The latter, in fact, 
is not something one adopts, but is a moment in the pro¬ 
cess . 

Armed struggle, this moment in the process, is a revolu¬ 
tionary finality until a new order exists. What have been 
the results of the attempts at "socialism with a human 
face"? Ask the survivors of the Prague Spring, or the 
Chilean experience, or the Portugese "Revolution des 
oeillets". This is not the proletariat's only form of 
expression. The working class has a need for destruction, 
but also for reconstruction. One does not build with 
guns, but their presence is indespensible in guaranteeing 
that reconstruction. Action Directs, that which results 
from the preceeding considerations, also wants to be ac¬ 
tive on the middle ground of organizing in everyday life. 
That is where people experience the dead ends of today's 
existance, and think out the refusals which will be the 
basis of tommorrow's organization. In the factories, in 
the suburbs and in the districts where the production and 
reproduction of the work force is carried out, the work¬ 
ers participate in, or reject the production process. We 
want to take part in this organizing of individuals, 
without claiming any kind of priviledge, in defending our 
aims, and in promoting self-organization by the exploited 
and oppressed. We follow the direction of the revolution 
by the coordination of the recommendations of each spe¬ 
cific sector, in view of a proletarian restructuring 
of the means of production to satisfy the needs of all. 

ACTION DIRECTE 

Marcel Rayman Fighting Unit 


In August 1982, we intervened and refused to silently 
watch the troops of Israel swarm into Lebanon. We are 
part of the Jewish people. 

Neither religious nor "nationalists" but only devoted to 
fight against capitalism within the "France-Tireurs-Par- 
tisans M.O.I." at "Botvine" Division of the International 
Brigades, from the "Bund" to our American friends at the 
start of the century. 
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Jews, furious to see some of those that have lived 
through the horrors of Stalinist and Nazi fanatism fall 
into the fanatic racism justifying detention camps, ra¬ 
cist laws (Cisjordan, Gaza) and general repression. 

Jews, that will never accept the ease with which "Jewish' 
was made to rhyme with "Zionist" and "anti-Zionism" with 
"anti-Semitism". 

While more than two-thirds of. the Jews live in Diaspora, 
the Israeli state, which is ’constantly i«hif ting between 
the hands of the leading citizens, talks and represses i 
the name of the Jewish people. They take possession of 
the Holocaust, falsify History (the Warsaw or Massada 
ghetto fighters being defeated Zionists), and deny the 
thousands of fighting communist Jews. 

Israel serves American Imperialism. This state, whose 
"prussian" ideology is based on "boy-scout militarism" 
and on a "paranoid ghettoisation", is the ideal flunkey 
for the base of USA doings in the Near East and even 
elsewhere: 

In the '80s, Israel's sphere of military interests 
lies beyond the arab world and will englobe 
countries such as Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, up to 
North Africa and Central Africa. 

- Ariel Sharon April 18, 1982 

The Israeli state collaborates with Latin American fas¬ 
cist juntas (Salvador, Guatamala, Honduras, Nicaragua, u] 
to the fall of Somoza by delivering arms and by sending 
military advisors, who are "anti-insurrection special¬ 
ists". 

Not content with maintaining an excellent relationship 
with the Cape's racist reigme, it participated in the 
realization of the South African bomb, a weapon used to 
blackmail the Bantoustans. 

As "ACTION DIRECTE" follows through in its struggle 
against imperialism, it will fight all of the ill-doing 
rats in the Middle East, here or elsewhere. 



Today, more than ever, Jewish and Arab revolutionaries 
must be united . 


"ACTION DIRECTE" 

"MARCEL RAYMAN FIGHTING UNIT" 


Action Directe Interview 


This document consists of an interview that "Action Di¬ 
recte" gave to Le Monde at the beginning of October 
(1982). The editors of this paper refused to publish it 
in the midst of a hysterical campaign organized against 
this organization. The campaign was based on the "discov¬ 
ery of documents" and "personal evidence", a series of 
forgeries, lies and accusations of guilt by association. 

Their goal: not only to attack our organization, but also 
the idea of anti-imperialism and internationalism. 

While French soldiers fought left-wing Lebanese militants 
and Palestinian fighters, Mitterand offered a hand to the 
dictator of Zaire; the French Generals, Mery and Callet, 
brought "after-sale service" to the racist South African 
Army; anti-imperialism in France today is the 'strength 
idea' of class struggle. 

The crisis and its war logic is facing the only political 
force, still embryonic today, the anti-imperialist fight¬ 
er. 


A certain effort is put on the repression and the psych¬ 
ological warfare that the State is staging against the 
movement: they spread lies and guilt by association prop¬ 
aganda, and they censure the political statements of the 
movement. 

Again we reaffirm: 

- This organization has nothing to do with the attempted 
massacres that occurred in Paris this summer. 

- Action Directe has no organizational affiliation with 
F.A.R.L. militants. 

(Introduction from Defense Active pamphlet) 
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AIMS AND HISTORY 


Action Directs did not come into being by spontaneous 
generation. Individuals or groups that had had a variety 
of experiences of propaganda by deed became alive to the 
need to look beyond limited actions or political cam¬ 
paigns (such as the one in 1977 that grew out of the mur¬ 
der of the RAF prisoners, or the antl-nu^e campaigns) and 
to equip themselves with an instrument for the promotion 
of a community strategy. 

'* V 

From the moment of our emergence, we have been a commun¬ 
ist guerrila advocating anti-imperialist struggle from a 
class position. A consequence of this has been an appre¬ 
ciation of the practical necessity of revolutionary out¬ 
lawry. 

The instruments of struggle chosen by us were determined 
by the initiation of this communist combat. We believe 
that they can lead to a confrontation and a rising above 
the proletarian experience and take us in the direction 
of a prolonged revolutionary war. 

This is not the place for a detailed history of the 
action undertaken by our groups. Our objectives clearly 
mould our political intervention. 

At the time when the Saharauvls were being bombed by 
French Jaguar aircraft and at the time of the bloody re¬ 
pression against the miners of Gafsa, our response took 
the form of an attack on the chief vehicle of French im¬ 
perialism in pillaging of the Third World...the Ministry 
of Co-operation. 

We have attacked the Labour Ministry, the Secretariat of 
State for Immigrant Workers, the Sonocotra HQ (at the 
time of the passing of the Bonnet-Stelerv Law, when bit¬ 
ter battles were being fought by the immigrant proletari¬ 
at, such as the Sonocotra dispute or the Metro workers' 
dispute...) and we hit the DST section in charge of in¬ 
filtrating African movements in France after several stu¬ 
dents and workers' associations were proscribed. 

Our actions have never left room for confusion: the times 
and targets chosen are themselves testimony to our sturdy 
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class-war and anti-imperialist lines. 


We have fought hard, and been repressed hard in return. 

We have had comrades murdered and sampled the deadly si¬ 
lence and arbitrariness of the QHS (top security pris¬ 
ons ). 

However, after four years of existence, our political 
continuity has never been put in jepardy: we still ask 
the same questions. 

REPRESSION AND GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 


We have never entertained any illusions about the new 
authorities, the new management of capital and tentative 
response to the crises of the imperialist system in 
France. We know what a government of Social Democrats 
means as far as the proletariat is concerned. In France, 
the repression of the miners' strike in 1948, and in the 
dependencies, the massacres of Setif, the massacre of 
80,000 people in Madagascar, the bombing of Hanoi, the 
Suez affair... 

But we have tried to use this period of euphoria and il¬ 
lusion in order to try to open up new fronts with new 
methods, the struggle in the prisons to have the QHS shut 
down; then the campaign for the release of captive revo¬ 
lutionaries by amnesty; the campaign, alongside the immi¬ 
grant workers, for accomodation in the Goutte d'Or dis¬ 
trict (with six premises squatted); and the provision of 
written information and propaganda about our movement. In 
dealing with us the quiet authorities have shown their 
true face...provocation, slander, paternalism, physical 
intimidation, attacks on squats, etc. 

Over 180 people were scooped in four months. Pressure was 
brought to bear on our employers, comrades were beaten up 
and immigrant comrades have been blackmailed over the 
regularization of their papers. So it is hard for us to 
wallow in the "state of grace". 

It is obvious that the socialists would accept no strug¬ 
gle that was not content with institutionalized opposi¬ 
tion and critical support for them. 
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June 1982 saw the stakes of our national politiking 
raised by a crucial event...Reagan's visit to Europe. 

On the agenda in the drawingrooms of Versailles was the 
reinforcement of the imperialist alliance NATO, In the 
day and age of democracy of the rights of humans, the ne¬ 
gotiations about the preparations for a "tactical" nuc¬ 
lear war in Europe, the building of a French neutron born) 
and the decision whether or not to support the belliger- 
ants on so-called "peripheral" disputes like the Falk- 
lands dispute, are kept secret with enormous care. 

By rousing the spectre of war, Reagan aroused on his toui 
a huge protest movement on a scale unseen in Europe for i 
decade, a mainly pacifist movement which believes like 
the ostrich that, by covering its eyes and talking about 
peace it can exorcize and keep the shapeless monster al¬ 
ready with us away from its door. At the same time, the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon was beginning... 

But henceforth the steely logic of imperialist war also 
pervades the "developed countries", the metropoles. 

The "crisis", which is to say the restructuring of capi¬ 
tal, means millions of unemployed and even more precari¬ 
ous living conditions. And the threat brandished at us ii 
the threat of repression in many forms, and also the 
anihilation and selective genocide offered by Reagan as 
a way forward. 

We have to fight the schemes being concocted: we must not 
be content with forseeing catastrophe. We have to fight 
it. This is the context in which we have launched a lim¬ 
ited campaign against US and Israeli targets. 

It is our firm belief that the outrageous massacres of 
Marbeuf, the Rue Copernic and Rue des Rosiers are con¬ 
ceived and planned in a systematic fashion by a pressure 
group and chiefly the secret services. Such attacks cloal 
specific political intentions and inter-state disputes. 
But the real aim of such outrages is to defuse any poten¬ 
tial opposition and even potential self-defence against 
the politics of economic and military warfare inspired b; 
States. 
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Bolgna and Munich were self-evidently feats of Statesand 
not the handiwork of any guerrilas. It is painful to dis¬ 
cover, some 13 years on from the Piazza Fontana massacre, 
which was a prelude to Prince Borghese's coup attempt, 
that people are still dancing to this tune. 

To do as some newspapers do and mention guerrila groups 
in connection with these acts is to give these acts the 
political impact desired by their instigators. Would it 
only take the manipulation of some unbalanced person to 
get him to plant a bomb in St-Lazare station at six 
o'clock and to claim the outrage in the name of 'Action 
Directe' to have people demanding our heads? 

To cloak such powerlessness by indulging in guilt by as¬ 
sociation is, objectively, an incitement to l 3 mch-law. 

The unending East-West talks to discover where and how to 
stockpile nuclear missiles and the North-South talks 
whereby dependent countries are stripped of their work¬ 
force and raw materials at knock-down prices, the diktats 
of the multi-nationals and agribusiness and banking 
organs to the starving nations, the employers' compacts 
on the squeezing out of a maximum profit out of their 
labour force and having recourse (as in France) to the 
draftees to ensure social peace...this is but part of the 
everyday terror, to such an extent that it seems banal 
and is no longer perceived as violence but simply as a 
defacto situation. 

By means of the public response to outrages and by asso¬ 
ciating these with the metropolitan guerrilas, they aim 
to contribute a reputation which, should it succeed will 
lead to a denudation of any inclination to fight back 
and an abandonment of any hope of human liberation. 

On the afternoon of the Rue des Hosiers massacre, when it 
was obvious to the government that we were not loosely, 
let alone closely connected with that butchery Monsieur 
Deffere intervened personally to have all of Action 
Directe's legal members arrested. Let's put that another 
way: it is our belief that the government practically 
knew those behind the massacre but was totally powerless 
to act against than. 
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LEBANON 


It is impossible to dissociate the war in Lebanon from a 
rampant and generalized war in the Middle East. 

From Beyruth to Kabul, Asmara to Kornmchar, the game of 
the imperialist strategy is being waged over the people, 
who are its victims. The only popular forces who rise in 
arms against this State experience the most horrible re¬ 
pression. 

1 ,; 

Sabra and Chantila enter in the logic of massacre and 
pacification undertaken by American, European, and Zion¬ 
ist imperialism; the goal is to force Palestinians to 
accept Reagan's plan, all this with the help of the most 
reactionary Arab States. 

The Israeli Palestinian 'problem' cannot be resolved by 
remaining in a framework of State logic; only a class wai 
would permit the possibility of jewish-arab co-living, ir 
a Near East ridded of sharks, of servants and of a cor¬ 
rupt oligarchy. For now, the socialists have been busy 
repairing the moribund Lebanese State, giving the reigns 
to the extreme right-wing phalangists who, the former 
have already forgotten, have their roots in the national 
-socialist current of the thirties. Here are the blood 
-stained forces which, in the coming months, will ensure 
the peace and security of the Lebanese people! 

What next? now that FINUL made a fool of itself on the 
Israeli-Lebanese frontier, that the Lebanese and the Pal¬ 
estinian people have suffered several months of massacre, 
that the thousands of prisoners, whose sole crime was to 
be Palestinian, are rotting in concentration camps where 
international organizations have no access, it is an in¬ 
sult to our intelligence, to try to make us believe that 
the French army is going there for peace-keeping motives, 
to fulfill a humanitarian mission in a country left in 
the hands of a fascist party. 

STRATEGY 


After the classical cycle: provocation/guilt by associa¬ 
tion/repression, the socialist government will be able 
to accomplish what the previous government did not have 
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the political power to put into place: 

- the modernization of the repressive state machinery in¬ 
tegrating itself in the old operational coordination pro¬ 
ject of the European States (the F.R.G. being the master 
mind) , 

- the control of information to give at every moment the 
possibility of centralizing international repression, per¬ 
mitting the States to kill in its infancy any attempt, 

any rise against its order and its reality. 

At the national level, the government which had built it¬ 
self a reputation of being democrats by expressing the 
willingness to eliminate the special brigades, in reality 
only maintained and created more efficient ones with the 
help of the B.R.I., super-policemen, and super-spies, a 
gang of murderers from the "Action" group of the D.G.S.E. 
The outcome? the creation of a more powerful political 
police than ever, whose activities are essentially direc¬ 
ted against the revolutionary movement. 

What is the State so afraid of to build such a machinery? 

Imperialism is not an abstract monster that sits on top 
of the social pyramid. Imperialism is the capitalist sys¬ 
tem of exploitation which extended its sphere of influ¬ 
ence over the whole planet and which dominates over all 
social relations. It is a totalitarian system and its war 
will be absolute. In the western democracies, as in the 
dependent countries, imperialism can only defend its in¬ 
ternal logic by developing a merciless war against its 
enemy, without hesitating to sweep under the rug the 
gains of the proletarian struggle: right to work, forms 
of protection of the reproduction of the work forces 
(health, housing, education). 

The daily struggles which come out in sudden and multiple 
forms are the expression of the resistance against the 
imperialist order. 

To be a revolutionary today is to establish strategic 
lines, ties between these dispersed struggles and their 
will to emancipate, of total liberation from the exploit¬ 
ation of man by man. This struggle will be international 
or will not be. 
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From sections of cities, factories, regions, a peripheral 
guerrila must develop which will permit the encircling of 
the enemy; we will take this struggle to victory. 

Interview With Jean - Marc Rouillan 


Pursued by the justice system, without actually being 
charged, Jean^Marc Rouillan, considered'to be the leader 
of the dissolved movement "Action Directe", has responded 
to a series of questions addressed to him by "Le Matin". 
We present this document to you verbatiftt. Since Jean-Marc 
Rouillan is presently being hunted, his friends and con¬ 
tacts constantly followed by a considerable number of 
police of different forces, the Criminal Investigation 
Department and the Intelligence Service, it has not been 
possible for us, despite a first agreement in this direc¬ 
tion, to meet Jean-Marc Rouillan personally. We have sent 
him a list of questions. 

The answers have been returned to us written by his own 
hand. Jean-Marc Rouillan selected the questions he wished 
to answer. Direct contact being a delicate matter in the 
immediate future, dialogue has not been possible. 

"Le Matin" October 15, 198! 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE FACT THAT AFTER EVERY CRIMINAL 
ATTEMPT THE NAME OF "ACTION DIRECTE" IS CITED WITH MORE 
OR LESS INSISTENCE? 

Mercenaries who sold themselves to the Palestinians, re¬ 
cycled truants of the political world, mythomaniacs fas¬ 
cinated by the Resistance, an avenging O.G.P.U. spreading 
its campaign of beriaisation upon the "infinite spaces of 
autonomy", stray retrogrades who have not been able to 
grasp the resolutely modern character of the '80's, anti 
-Semites...All has been said! The campaign has been hys¬ 
terical, the chase was on. 

We were blamed for what happened on des Rosiers, Marbeuf 
and Copernic streets! The assasination of Henry the IVth? 
- not quite, but almost! At any cost, take the members of 
this factious and criminal group in hand, and at the top 
of the list: me - this dangerous man, likely to be armed. 
Dead or alive? 
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Today I am not clandestine. Neither false papers nor pro¬ 
tection nor dark glasses. The state has made me a scape¬ 
goat in order to discharge the political problem caused 
by our organization. The big "brains of the repression" 
have testified to try to find something within the legal 
system to indict me with; I have expressed an opinion on 
the criminal attempts in which I have not participated. 
"The free expression of thoughts and opinions is one of 
man's most precious belongings." (article II, Bill of 
Rights). So, conflict of opinion? 

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE DISSOLUTION ORDERED BY THE GOV¬ 
ERNMENT ON AUGUST 17th, 1982? 

In 1981, we came out of jail as militants of "Action 
Directe"; in 1982, our situation was exactly the same; 
all the motives that were put forward to justify our dis¬ 
solution were equally valid in 1981, at that time amnesty 
had been granted to us. I feel like a prisoner that is 
running away full speed after being granted permission 
to. To dissolve "Action Directe" is to prevent it from 
propagating its analysis, from expressing itself; its 
to force its militants to go underground. 

CAN YOU GIVE A SHORT HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF "ACTION 
DIRECTE" AND EXPLAIN ITS POLITICAL GOAL? 

A great distance has been covered in a short period of 
time. From the campaigns of 1979-80: attacks on the Min¬ 
istry of Co-operation, on the Immigration Office, on the 
"Sonacotra"...to those of 1982: the occupation of empty 
premises, the attack on the International Monetary Fund 
...The goal is the same: to develop class opposition here 
by anti-imperialist struggle. Our strategic axes have 
been forged by the confrontation of our communist compre¬ 
hension and the first practical results that we have ob¬ 
tained; concurrently, the redeployment of the imperialist 
forces (the loss of the relative French autonomy, among 
other things) has brought us up to change our targets 
from the imperialism of the metropolis to planetary im- 
perialism. 

In a few years, the imperialist war that had spread into 
most of the Third World countries, putting entire popula¬ 
tions through the mill, has progressively returned to the 
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metropolis. The risk of a nuclear outbreak is becoming 
more and more real. War, as a reality, is embedded in all 
social relations. Social control is in increasingly mili¬ 
tarized forms, the growing use of computer files, the 
proliferation of the most diverse police groups, politic¬ 
ians' calls for militarization, now commonly called econ¬ 
omic warfare.. .The mixture maintained be,tween the massa¬ 
cre attempts committed by marginal groups of the state, 
and the actions of the revolutionary movement falls into 
this logic, permitting a great work of social pacifica¬ 
tion. 

WHAT IS "ACTION DIRECTE'S" POSITION WITH REFERENCE TO THE 
MURDEROUS ASSAULTS OF de MARBEUF, des ROSTERS OR CARDINET 
STREETS? 

This question is essential. It is time for people to 
become aware of the true nature of these massacre at¬ 
tempts and that they not allow themselves to be carried 
away with the currents of panic, howling their hate like 
wolves, demanding the heads of all the rebels. These 
massacres are systematically planned corresponding to the 
interests of the metropolis, and not the product of "ex¬ 
otic" abberrations. 

That has been deliberated upon: we know that the govern¬ 
ment has been intoxicated and has willingly lent itself 
to the setting of this scene. I know that a director of 
the Intelligence Service has submitted a detailed (!!!) 
report alleging I held two meetings with two Palestinians 
known to bring armed logistical aid to these movements. 
From the grotesque report on my alleged participation in 
the attack of "la Caserne de Foix" to the one that en¬ 
lightened Gaston Deferre'S 2 "little idea" on the criminal 
attempts committed by Orly , it is the same work of in¬ 
toxication and falsehood. All of this has permitted the 
government, which wasn't naive, to launch the hysterical 
campaign against us, aiming also at all those who didn't 
accept its policy. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE SELF-DISSOLUTION ANNOUNCED BY 
CERTAIN PERSONS OF THE "ACTION DIRECTE" MOVEMENT? HAS 
"ACTION DIRECTE" BROKEN UP? 

3 

You're talking about the communique of August 1st ; in 
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its four years of existence, the organization went 
through debates, people have left, others have joined, we 
are not old solidified fossils, although we are faithful 
to our strategic line. The comrades of "August 1st" have 
decided to leave the organization, there's nothing to 
make such a fuss about, but by "publicizing" their depar¬ 
ture, they have permitted certain media to give of 
"Action Directe" a nebulous image of uncontrolled indi¬ 
viduals and groups, and to associate us with anything. 
This is part of the State's psychological warfare to 
flatten anything that puts it into question. 

WITH "ACTION DIRECTE" DISSOLVED, WHAT IS THE FUTURE FOR 
THE MOVEMENT THAT YOU TAKE PART IN TODAY? 

We cannot dissolve an organization, we cannot dissolve 
the revolutionary movement. To work for the coordination 
of all the spontaneous battles of anti-war resistance, of 
all the refusals of the imperialist reality, this is the 
task before us today. The revolutionary movement, never¬ 
theless, must not dissociate itself from its fighting 
armed forces, but they should not be their only vector. 

YOU TRIED TO PRESENT YOURSELF TO THE EXAMINING MAGISTRATE 
AT THE END OF LAST AUGUST, WHEN HE WANTED TO GIVE YOU A 
HEARING. WHAT PREVENTED YOU FROM DOING SO? 

Wfien we learned through the press that I was wanted by 
the police, we agreed to my giving testimony, but we 
quickly realized that the State would not accept it. 
Police officials plant themselves in front of the magis¬ 
trate's door to intercept me and prevent me from entering 
freely. My lawyers are closely watched. I have said, and 
repeat, I am not clandestine. Since 1971, I have spent 
five years in clandestinity and three and a half years in 
jail. Clandestinity is not a rash committment, but a 
drastic decision. The campaign to make me a scapegoat is 
the call to murder; in such a context, I prefer to wait. 

My judiciary experience is sufficient to know up to what 
point they will go to eliminate an individual. 

information gathered 
by Jacques Bacelon 
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NOTES 


1. November 22nd, 1981, a commando takes possession of 
115 machineguns at Clauzel military camp in Foix. "Actior 
Directe" is held responsible before the authors, swind¬ 
lers, are arrested. 

2. Group that has assumed responsibility; for attempts 

that have injured people at "place St-Germain" and at the 
"Pub St-Germain" in Paris last July. This group turned 
out to be Armenian. , 

3. Militants who affirm being part of "Action Directe" 
have announced a self-dissolution of the movement on 
August 1st, 1982. Jean^arc Rouillan has always denied 
the self-dissolution. 

MILITARY BASES ATTACKED IN US. 


Two U.S. clamdestine organizations, the Armed Resistance 
Unit and the United Freedom Front, have launched a bomb¬ 
ing campaign directed at U.S. military institutions in 
response to American counter-revolutionary activity in 
Central America and the Caribbean. 

The Armed Resistance Unit has claimed two actions in the 
city of Washington, D.C. - the attack on the National War 
College Building at Fort McNair and the attack on the 
computer operations complex at the Washington Navy Yard. 
Damages from the first attack, which occurred only hours 
after an annual NATO conference, were estimated by mili¬ 
tary authorities at $100,000. According to the Washington 
Post , the April 26, 1983 bombing shattered windows and 
cracked walls in the four story building, but did not 
cause any injuries. Fort McNair has subsequently been the 
site of civil disobedience in which 24 people were arres¬ 
ted. The arrests occurred on August 23rd when partici¬ 
pants in a demonstration organized by the Committee in 
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador and other pro¬ 
gressive groups attempted to block the entrance to the 
military base. The Armed Resistance Unit claimed a second 
bombing on August 17th, which police said caused $1,000 
damage to the Navy Regional Data Automation Center build¬ 
ing. 
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The United Freedom Front has claimed responsibility for 
three actions against U.S. military institutions in New 
York State. The bombing of two military reserve centers 
on May 11th, 1983 was reported in the NY Times to have 
caused damage to the doors of the centers, but not any 
injuries. The Front's third attack on an army reserve 
center on August 21st - the anniversary of the murder of 
political prisoner George Jackson in 1971 - was not re¬ 
ported in the Times . 

We reprint the communiques from the Armed Resistance Unit 
and the United Freedom Front concerning these actions 
taken in solidarity with Central American revolutionaries 
below. 

CcxTTmunique From The Armed Resistance Unit 

APRIL 26, 1983 

TONIGHT WE ATTACKED FORT LESLEY MCNAIR MILITARY BASE IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C, Fort McNair houses one branch of the 
U.S. War College, the National Defense University, and 
the Inter-American Defense College (lADC). THIS ACTION 
WAS TAKEN IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE GROWING LIBERATION MOVE¬ 
MENTS IN EL SALVADOR, IN GUATEMALA, AND THROUGHOUT CENTRAL 
AMERICA, AND WITH THE SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA. 
This region today is the centre of world revolution and 
the front line in the defeat of U.S. imperialism. For this 
reason, it is currently the target of the most vicious 
U.S. counter-revolutionary attacks. 

At the lADC, the U.S. government trains high ranking mil¬ 
itary officers from Latin America in its program of coun¬ 
ter-insurgency warfare. Trained in torture and terror, 
tied to the U.S. military and the CIA, its graduates are 
responsible for the overthrow of progressive and democra¬ 
tic governments throughout Latin America and for the es¬ 
tablishment of fascist military reigmes that oppress the 
masses of people. They are responsible for the murder of 
over 30,000 El Salvadoreans. The lADC serves to keep 
Latin America as the backyard of Yankee imperialism and 
the graveyard of millions. 

The people of El Salvador, under the leadership of the 
FMLN/FDR, are fighting to end that oppression. Their 
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righteous struggle for peace, self-determination, econom¬ 
ic and social justice is a beacon for the peoples of 
Latin America and the world who have seen their lives, 
labour, and resources sacrificed for the enrichment of 
U.S. Imperialism and its multi-national corporations. 

The U.S. response is to use all the techniques of counter 
-insurgency taught at the lADC. Green Berets fight di¬ 
rectly in El Salvador while thousands of El Salvadorean 
government troops train at Ft. Bragg and Ft. Banning, 
hundreds of millions of dollars of military aid is given 
to the junta, and massive "war games" are conducted by 
U.S. troops throughout the region. The CIA has hundreds 
of agents in Central America and is training and supply¬ 
ing thousands of mercenaries and ex-members of Somoza's 
National Guard who are currently invading Nicaragua. The 
U.S. is openly transforming Honduras into a garrison 
state to implement U.S. military strategy in the region. 
Facing military defeat in El Salvador, the U.S. is imple¬ 
menting "rural Pacification" programs that will result in 
the deaths of tens of thousands, the forced displacement 
of hundreds of thousands of campesinos into barbed-wire- 
enclosed strategic hamlets, and the destruction of the 
land. Faced with a people's war, the U.S. attempts to 
kill the people. This Is a full scale counter-insurgency 
war, and we must actively oppose it. 

This is not the policy of just one bad administration. It 
is the reality of U.S. imperialist control in the Third 
World. It is the result of a system based on maximizing 
profit for relatively few through the oppression and ex¬ 
ploitation of hundreds and millions throughout the world 
and within its own borders. Caught in a political and 
economic crisis of its own making, faced with the growing 
struggles of the people throughout the world for national 
liberation and socialism, the response of the U.S. is 
war, fascism, and genocide. 

The courage, sacrifice, and determination of the people 
of El Salvador is an inspriration to oppressed people 
throughout the world. Our action is part of the growing 
worldwide solidarity with that struggle. 

We in the U.S. are inside the belly of the beast. Soli¬ 
darity is growing but alongside our protest we must build 
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an active resistance to the U.S. war machine. The growing 
militarization of our society means the military is every 
-where - and vunerable to our action. Recruiting stations 
dot neighbourhoods, ROTC functions on campuses, factories 
produce the weapons, military bases train the men. Resis¬ 
tance is not only an act of solidarity - it is the basis 
for our own revolutionary movement. 

El Salvador will win, Guatemala will win, the people of 
Latin America and the Caribbean will be free, U.S. imper¬ 
ialism will be defeated. 

iCOMMADANTE ANA MARIA (MELIDA ANAYA MONTES) ESTA PRESENTE! 
VICTORY TO THE FMLN/FDR! 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLES OF CENTRAL AMERICA! 

BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE MOVEMENT! 

FIGHT U.S. IMPERIALISM.' 

DEFEND THE NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION! 

Communique From The Armed Resistance Unit 

AUGUST 17, 1983 

Tonight we attacked the computer operations complex at 
the Washington Navy Yard. We have acted in solidarity 
with the revolutionary struggle of the peoples of Central 
America and the Caribbean. We hope that this act of prol¬ 
etarian internationalism is just one of a growing number 
by anti-imperialists in this country determined to show 
that there will be no blockade between the struggle of 
oppressed peoples around the world and those here inside 
the U.S. borders. 

The U.S. government wants war. It is planning for it and 
planning on it. There is massive U.S. involvement in El 
Salvador; there are 6000 marines in Honduras poised to 
attack Nicaragua while a de facto naval blockade sur¬ 
rounds its coasts; U.S. warships threaten to violate Lib¬ 
yan waters and U.S. aircraft its airspace; the U.S. is 
overseeing the military partition of Lebanon. 

The computer complex at the Washington Navy Yard is used 
to train high-ranking officers at the Naval War College. 
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They simulate massive naval battles, practicing how to 
sacrifice the lives of millions - perhaps hundreds of 
millions - for the interest of the U.S. ruling class. The 
computers are part of the technology of death that the 
U.S. government employs to try to defeat the struggles of 
peoples around the world for national liberation, for so¬ 
cialism, and for peace. U.S. finance, mining and indus¬ 
trial capitalists have for hundreds of billions of dol¬ 
lars invested in the exploitation of Latin American land 
and labour, and use the government's military might to 
protect their profit. u 

We have acted tonight to contribute to the building of a 
resitance movement in this country that will rob the U.S. 
government of the stable home base it desperately needs. 
This is a lesson from the Vietnam War that we can apply 
now. Our movement can organize the soldiers and sailors 
not to fight; the military's recruiting efforts can be 
blocked, and the technology of war sabotaged. The govern¬ 
ment wants the political debate in this country to go on 
between Republicans and Democrats over how to maintain 
imperialist control; our movement can be a progressive 
and anti-imperialist alternative that challenges that 
control. 

Our action is a call directed to all who support the peo¬ 
ples of Latin America and oppose U.S. aggression to em¬ 
brace the struggle for independence and socialism for 
Puerto Rico. Since 1898, the U.S. military occupation of 
the island to maintain it as a colony has been and is the 
most direct form of Imperialist agression against the na¬ 
tions of this hemisphere. 

The U.S., confronted by what Reagan has the arrogance to 
call "the fire in our backyard", is committed to turning 
Puerto Rico into a military garrison to wage war against 
progressive movements in all of Latin America. Massive 
U.S./NATO exercises devestate Vieques; Remey Air Force 
Base and Ft. Buchanan Army Base are being re-opened; the 
U.S. counter-insurgency training center for the hemis¬ 
phere may well be moved from Panama to Puerto Rico. 

The revolutionary Puerto Rican Independence Movement will 
transform the U.S. plans into their opposite and bring 
the fire of Latin America revolution to the frontyard and 
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the very heart of the U.S, empire. Can those of us who 
know the true role of Kissinger and the CIA in Chile, the 
current reality of counter-revolution in Nicaragua and 
counter-insurgence in El Salvador, withhold our support 
from those forces building the national liberation strug¬ 
gle of the Puerto Rican people? Alongside our demands in 
support of Nicaragua and El Salvador, we fight for inde¬ 
pendence for Puerto Rico. We extend our solidarity to the 
FALN and the revolutionary clandestine organizations 
fighting in Puerto Rico. We join the people of the world 
in demanding the freedom of Puerto Rican patriot and 
freedom fighter William Morales, the unconditional re¬ 
lease of all Puerto Rican POWs held in U.S. prisons, and 
the freedom of all Puerto Rican political prisoners and 
grand jury resisters. 

The U.S. efforts to return to the days of gunboat diplom¬ 
acy will fail. Oppressed and exploited people around the 
world learned an invaluable lesson from the heroic strug¬ 
gle of the Vietnamese people against U.S. Imperialism. 

The imperialist war machine can be defeated through a 
protracted resistance and growing armed struggle. It is 
the time for progressive North Americans to renounce the 
empire and join with other oppressed peoples and take our 
own first steps down the long road to revolution and a 
new socialist world. It is the only path that can bring 
peace, end fascist violence, and promote the full devel¬ 
opment of humanity. 

DEFEND THE NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION! 

VICTORY TO THE FMLN/FDRI 

INDEPENDENCE AND SOCIALISM FOR PUERTO RICO! 

BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE MOVEMENT! 

FIGHT U.S. IMPERIALISM! 


US. OUT OF 
EL SALVADOR 



Communique #2 


HANDS OFF 
NICARAGUA 


On May 11, 1983 the United Freedom Front bcanbed the 77th 
U.S. Army Reserve Command Center, (800th Military Police 
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Group,) Hempstead, N.Y. and the U.S. Naval Militia Base, 
(Naval Reserve Center - Whitestone,) Queens, N.Y. 

The people of El Salvador have been struggling against a 
vicious dictatorship and living under conditions of econ¬ 
omic exploitation, political repression, starvation, and 
human suffering, for generations. While in Nicaragua, 
where the people after a long hard fight,were able to get 
rid of the U.S. government supported ditatorship, Reagan 
is now arming and paying for a mercenary force to try and 
overthrow the popular Sandinista government. 

With this action we attack the U.S. imperialist military 
machine, a machine which has pumped hundreds of millions 
of dollars in military aid to prop up a military dicta¬ 
torship, which is in opposition to a Just and popular 
movement of the people of El Salvador. 

The military rulers of El Salvador are outright fascist 
who rape, torture, mutilate, dehumanize and massacre tens 
of thousands of campesinos and other civilians. 

Once again a president, Reagan in this case, has lied to 
the American people to try to gain support for yet anothei 
bloody war. These lies will not cover the truth and reali¬ 
ty of the people of El Salvador, nor will it stop their 
fight for freedom. 

In an economy based on agriculture, where the overwhelm¬ 
ing majority of the land is owned by a few rich families, 
(the oligarchy) 70% of the children under 5 years are 
malnourished, the infant mortality rate is criminally 
high and unemplo 3 nnent and illiteracy are rampant. 

Rather than alleviating any of these conditions, U.S. in¬ 
volvement has only served to maintain this barbaric sys¬ 
tem. 

The majority of the people of El Salvador are in, or sup¬ 
port the revolutionary organizations, Farabundo Marti 
Front for National Liberation, (FMLN, ) and the Democratic 
Revolutionary Front, (FDR.) We recognize the revolutiona¬ 
ry leadership of the FMLN/FDR and support the people's 
right to self-determination and certain victory against 
the military dictatorship of El Salvador and U.S. imperi- 
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alism. 


"The time for revolution has arrived. The time for 
liberation has come. The definite victory is in the 
hands of this heroic and courageous people who for 
so many years have shed their blood to obtain the 
right to be free, to enjoy democracy, real indepen¬ 
dence, social progress, sovereignty and self-deter¬ 
mination. " 

FMLN 


VICTORY TO THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR! 

SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT TO THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE AND THEIR 
SANDINISTA GOVERNMENT! 

SOLIDARITY AND REVOLUTIONARY SUPPORT TO THE LOCKED DOWN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS AND TO ALL GRAND JURY RESISTERS I 

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AND POWS! 

SOLIDARITY TO ALL PROGRESSIVE INDIVIDUALS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS OPPOSING U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA! 

U.S. OUT OF EL SALVADOR - HANDS OFF NICARAGUA'. 
iHASTA LA VICTORIA SIEMPREI 

UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 


August 21, 1983 


HANDS OFF 
NICARAGUA 



Communique #3 


U.S. OUT OF 
EL SALVADOR 


Tonight the United Freedom Front continues its attack 
against the U.S. military machine with the bombing of the 
Sgt. Joseph Muller Army Reserve Center, (Provost Mar¬ 
shall's Unit, 408, 1163 and 303 battalions,) in the 
Bronx, New York. 

This is in direct response to U.S. imperialism's CIA- 
backed invasion of Nicaragua, Reagan's 5000 man combat 
force and fleets of warships blockading and threatening 
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to overthrow the Popular Sandinista Revolution. These im¬ 
perialist forces are also in a position for rapid deploy¬ 
ment against the People's Forces in El Salvador and to 
try to stop Revolutionary progress in other Central Amer¬ 
ican countries. To more clearly demonstrate U.S. inten¬ 
tions in this region. Pig Kissinger was brought out, with 
the blood of the Chilean and Vietnamese People still wet 
on his hands, to map out the course for continued U.S. 
domination of the area. 

Despite strong efforts by the governments in Central 
America to try to prevent war, including the Nicaraguan 
Government's July 19th six point plan for peace, Reagan 
called in the war-monger Kissinger along with the huge 
invasion forces. They include more air power than that of 
any Central American nation and a larger naval fleet than 
all of the countries in the area combined. With the mil¬ 
lions of dollars being poured into military bases, air 
strips and communication systems, in Honduras, it is ob¬ 
vious that this is a desparate move by imperialism to try 
to maintain its hold on these countries. Imperialism 
needs to dominate the people and resources of other coun¬ 
tries to survive. Capitalism needs war and war prepara¬ 
tions to pull itself out of economic depressions, reces¬ 
sions and times of outrageous unemployment. The bottom 
line of U.S. imperialism is its military forces invading 
other countries; thus, making them a legitimate target 
whether lurking on the borders of Nicaragua or here in 
the belly of the beast. 

On July 20, while Reagan and Congress continued their 
deceptive charade of certifying the fascist Salvadorean 
government's human rights policy to justify sending more 
U.S. money, arms and troops into that country, the Sal¬ 
vadorean army slaughtered 200 unarmed peasants. 

Honduras is being turned into a U.S. fortress in an at¬ 
tempt to hold back the tide of the People's Liberation 
struggles. In spite of all these U.S. efforts the People 
of Central America are throwing off the fascist repres¬ 
sion, but at a horrifying cost in human lives, suffering 
and misery. 

All the Peoples of the world must unite with these cour¬ 
ageous Sisters and Brothers in their just battle for the 
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defense of the Nicaraguan Revolution*, the inevitable vic¬ 
tory of the Salvadorean People and the rights of all Cen¬ 
tral American Peoples to Freedom, Self-determination and 
a future for the Children free of hunger, fear and need. 

"We have absolute faith in the Central American 
People and in the militant international solidarity 
of all the Peoples of the world, including the 
People of the United States." 

The Liberation Forces of El Salvador 
-April, 1980 

WE DEDICATE THIS ACTION TO THE SPIRIT OF COMRADE GEORGE 
JACKSON MURDERED ON AUGUST 21, 1971. 

SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT TO THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE AND 
THEIR SANDINISTA GOVERNMENT! 

VICTORY TO THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR! 

STOP U.S. INTERVENTION IN CENTRAL AMERICA! 

SOLIDARITY AND REVOLUTIONARY SUPPORT TO THE LOCKED DOWN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS AND TO ALL GRAND JURY RESISTERS! 

SOLIDARITY TO ALL PROGRESSIVE INDIVIDUALS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS OPPOSING U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA! 


VENCEREMOS... 


UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 

COMISO MISSILE BASE PROTESTED 


Below we reprint a text published by Italian anarchist 
groups organizing against the construction of a Cruise 
missile base in Comiso, Italy. This text examinines the 
consequences of the construction of the base upon the in¬ 
habitants of the area and details the forces which push 
for this development, as well as the sectors which could 
be mobilized to prevent it. 

This statement is a call for the formation of Self-Man¬ 
aged Leagues to prevent the construction of the base 
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through the use of direct action tactics as sabotage and 
occupation. The Self-Managed Leagues of students, work¬ 
ers, farmers and others were subsequently formed, and 
were instrumental in organizing the occupation of the 
base in July and September, 1983. 

Several days prior to the July 22-24 occupation attempt 
two masked gunmen broke into the coordinating centre for 
the protest and intimidated the occupants by lining them 
up against the wall and levelling machlneguns at them. 
Despite this harrassment the occupation ,went ahead as 
planned and was met with violent police reaction which 
hospitalized many protesters and left one man possibly 
paralysed. The second occupation attempt was also met 
with police brutality Including the use of batons, water 
canon and tear gas. Ten protesters were injured in the 
September 26th action as they attempted to blockade the 
entrance to the NATO base. 

The CmiseMissie Base At QynisoC^ Be Prevent 

Single issue printed by Ragsua anarchist group and Rivol- 
ta e Liberta anarchist group, Catania - July, 1982. 

WHY COMISO AND SICILY 


U.S. imperialism's decision to place Cruise missiles in 
Comiso, in the centre of Sicily and the mediterranean, is 
of an easily comprehensible military and strategic signi¬ 
ficance. Beyond the pro-American propaganda on a purely 
military and technical level which always explains away 
this criminal decision as necessary to maintain an equil¬ 
ibrium with the Soviet missiles located on the Eastern 
frontiers of Europe, there is the fact that the very de¬ 
cision to build the missile base places itself in the op¬ 
tic of "preparing for war to maintain peace", forever the 
battlecry of States who see in war a solution for the 
difficulties of domination and the continuation of ex¬ 
ploitation. 

Why Comiso? The answer is simple. As well as the strictly 
military ones there are economic and political reasons. 
Sicily, like Friuli, Campania and Sardinia - other areas 
chosen for the installation of atomic arms - are underde¬ 
veloped situations where three perspectives which are ex- 
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tremely favourable to capitalist domination are forseeab- 
le: a) intensive militarization of the territory to the 
point of reaching the closure of vast areas and even 
their "desertization"; b) organization of the struggle 
entrusted to the parties of the so-called left, with whom 
it is always possible to enter into dialogue and reach 
compromises; c) the great need for work, especially to 
avoid the prospect of emigration, which constitutes the 
most powerful blackmail for gaining mass consensus for 
the construction of the base. 

These are the reasons for the choice of Comiso, and 
therefore also constitute an outline of the difficulties 
which any revolutionary struggle intending to subvert and 
defeat imperialism’s project of building the base in Com- 
iso will encounter. 

THE SICILIAN REALITY 


On of the levers of consensus which American imperialism 
can count on in Sicily is a certain mentality of delega¬ 
tion and fatalism which has inserted itself within the 
popular strata, especially the land labourers, and which 
finds a response in the mafia mentality which directs a 
power alternative to that of the State and which is often 
more efficient than the latter. 

Local capitalism in Sicily contains a strong mafia con¬ 
tent and has relations of patronage both with the inter¬ 
mediate strata and with the poorest of the population. 
These relationships substantially substitute State power, 
often seen as something far off and attainable only 
through the mafia intermediary. 

The industrial centres are anomalous, the greater part of 
the island working class not having an industrial speci¬ 
fication but, having foreseen with the shrewdness charac¬ 
teristic of the poor that these installations were esen- 
tially capitalist traps, has not lost contact with their 
original peasant reality and at present find themselves 
in a situation which is neither working class nor belong¬ 
ing to the strata of peasant or farmhand. The weakness of 
the struggle from this area is striking. 

The land labourers are basically the most combatant prol- 
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etarian reality because they are linked to very difficult 
and often minimal situations of survival. The Communist 
Party, the Socialist Party and even the Christian Demo¬ 
crats are trying to involve the latent dissent of this 
strata in productive organizations such as cooperatives 
giving a prospect of continued work and guaranteeing con¬ 
sensus to make it safe for them to approach moments of 
greater social tension where they will not be able to 
keep the promises they have made. In the Ragusa area the 
present situation presents more complex characteristics 
due to the greenhouse productive sector,where alongside 
the proprietor of a particular profitable piece of land 
one finds the figure of the half-day labourer, at the 
same time wage earner and small proprietor, nominally 
available for the struggle but substantially tied to the 
profit perspective, that of small property and therefore 
of compromises with power capable of guaranteeing or des¬ 
troying the conditions which make the small peasant 
greenhouse cultivation productive. 

The lumpenproletariat strata fluctuates a great deal. It 
grows during the phases of increased unemployment in the 
building industry and when the possibility of work in the 
industrial sector diminishes. Farmhands and day labourers 
who are, within certain limits, available for the strug¬ 
gle, also enter this undoubtedly interesting strata. The 
source of income for the lumpenproletariat of the Ragusa 
area is extremely varied: from social assistance to sweat 
labour, from lay off money to work on the land, from mic¬ 
roscopic commercial activities (street selling, small 
transporters, middlemen in improbable real estate af¬ 
fairs, etc), to simply survival. This strata is accustom¬ 
ed to poverty and suffering. In the Ragusa area the ten¬ 
dency towards the organized crime typical of the Palermo 
and Catania areas is more restricted and this could be¬ 
come a considerable area of absorbtion when, in the per¬ 
spective of the realization of the base, the large mafia 
organizations intervene massively in the area. 

THE ILLUSION OF WELLBEING 


The argument of the wellbeing the Americans would bring 
to the Comiso area has been put forward parallel to that 
of the slight or inexistent dangers the installation of 
the base would represent. 
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This is an argument which always attracts the attention 
of the exploited. They can understand it because for them 
the concept of sacrifice - of any kind - is inherent to 
the concept of work. The State is far away, hence if one 
wants to obtain anything it is always necessary to refer 
to local patronage, but when the State approaches to pro¬ 
pose a grandiose project, then the old Illusions are re¬ 
kindled . 

The poor foster a hope of solving their problem, and the 
rich know with certainty that, even for only a period, 
their wealth will increase. The army of those who are 
neither rich nor poor tries to obtain the maximum utility 
from the occasion. 

In this perspective the affair is proposed by interna¬ 
tional capitalism, local forces are mobilized by national 
capitalism who, in agreement with the mafia structures 
guarantee the funtioning of patronage and lay the founda¬ 
tions for its concrete realization. The exploited try to 
extract all the benefit possible. The blackmail of pre¬ 
carious wages, commercial affairs, increase in sales for 
shopkeepers, reach Insupportable levels. 

The consequences of this are very serious: the breakings 
up of the cultural homogenity which alone could have 
guaranteed the progressive development of the struggle 
and therefore also collective wellbeing; upheaval of the 
local market (rise in prices of goods of prime necessity, 
rents, abnormal development in circulation of money and 
goods); militarization of the territory which could even 
go as far as the closure of wide areas and periodical or 
continued blanket control, to the presence^ of large con¬ 
tingents of the army and various police forces; impossi¬ 
bility of exploiting even the minimal advantages guaran¬ 
teed by the same irrational managerial and commercial ac¬ 
tivity; rationalism of the mafioso patrons on the Palermo 
model; presence of serious mafia conflicts resulting in 
hundreds of murders; rise in criminal activity (robber¬ 
ies, extortions, theft, violence of every kind); ration¬ 
alisation and increase in heavy drug market (in the first 
place heroin and cocain); diffusion and mafia control of 
prostitution. 
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SOCIAL PEACE 


The "peace" of the bosses is built on arms, declared and 
potential conflicts, missile installations, armies, pol¬ 
ice, military and mafia-type cultures. It is the peace of 
the graveyard. Along the road of capital's transformation 
from formal domination to that of real dominion the con¬ 
tradictions typical of competitive capital are diminish¬ 
ing, leaving the perspective of profit at any cost in fa¬ 
vour of increased State intervention in the economic 
field. This intervention transforms the ^.contradictions of 
economic competition, puts the profit objective into sec¬ 
ond place, rationalizes exploitation and centralizes dom¬ 
ination which is camouflaged by the democratic and repre¬ 
sentative charade. 

The production of value is subordinated to the production 
of social peace. Consensus becomes the principal industry 
around which the whole State machinery turns, exclusively 
directed towards guaranteeing international capitalism 
exploitation on a planetary level. The local problem pas¬ 
ses into second place in the perspective of the equilib¬ 
rium and projects of the multinationals. Assistance is 
gradually taking over from the logic of production. 

But the solving of capitalism's contradictions, especial¬ 
ly at a regional and local level, cannot be obtained un¬ 
less it goes beyond the conditions of present-day capital¬ 
ism which are often backward. Social conflicts are still 
acute and can even worsen as a consequence of the need to 
progressively extend the project of real domination to 
all parts of the world. The difficulties in the productloi 
of social peace are therefore still great. And it is in 
this direction that the efforts of those struggling 
against domination must address their efforts, against 
the State and against Capital. Our class enemy has a ves¬ 
ted interest in preparing for the final extinction of any 
opposition and revolutionary dissent but to do that it 
must improve the conditions of exploitation which at the 
present cause, among other things, one death every hour 
and one wounded every five minutes in Italy alone. This 
improvement will rationalize exploitation and therefore 
the class struggle will become more complex, but time is 
needed to put it into effect. In the meantime it will al¬ 
ways be necessary for the bosses to oppose each other in 
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the international clash both on the economic and the nar¬ 
row military level. This tragically leads to nuclear de¬ 
cisions, atomic war decisions, and decisions such as gen¬ 
ocide (Lebanon, Afganistan, San Salvador, etc) which lead 
back to the problem of the level of the class struggle. 

In this way capitalism works towards war while speaking 
of peace. It builds, sells and uses traditional and atom¬ 
ic arms, but affirms that it does so because there is no 
other way to safeguard social peace. The exploited have 
no interest in this "peace" of the bosses. 

THOSE RESPONSIBLE 


Limiting ourselves to the construction of the missile 
base at Comiso it is possible to identify a few basic 
responsibilities. 

International capitalism and its national and local equi¬ 
valent have an interest in the armed defense of their 
projects of domination. The NATO, in as far as it is a 
specific organism created for this defense, is the armed 
gendarme who intervenes to put a brake on situations 
which are dangerous for capital and to prevent situations 
of social conflict being created in perspective. To do 
this both military (coordination between different arm¬ 
ies, new armaments, common exercises, deployment of mil¬ 
itary contingents), and political means are used. 

In the political perspective the Christian Democrats are 
the party which has revealed itself to be incapable of 
undertaking the task of protecting the interests of in¬ 
ternational capital. For this reason, in the orbit of 
government, the Italian Socialist Party has been insert¬ 
ed, and has increasingly become the party of the Ameri¬ 
cans and the most suitable political force at a techno¬ 
cratic and managerial level for doing what the Chistian 
Democrats - too tied to mafia patronage with a backward 
mentality - failed to do. 

But the essential cover is supplied by the Communist Par¬ 
ty. It is this party which takes charge of putting a 
brake on the rebellious impulse of the exploited, organ¬ 
izing the recuperation of every form of dissent, breaking 
up the combativity of the land labourers through the for- 
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mation of cooperatives and other swindles such as partic¬ 
ipation in factory profits, channelling the quite legiti¬ 
mate hopes of those who have never had anything to cause 
them to lose their confllctual content. We have seen 
clearly how, in the case of Comlso, the gigantic party 
machinery has been put into action to develop a formal 
and platonic dissent through marches, petitions, and hun¬ 
ger strikes, all to prevent a real and effective dissent 
taking place based on occupation, sabotage, attacks on 
the bosses' interests, the preparation of the means to 
prevent the construction of the base. *' 

Another strata which bears a strong responsibility in the 
project of robbery and death which is being planned for 
Comiso is that of the shopkeepers. Their miserable inter¬ 
est in Increasing sales, of seeing dollars circulating 
instead of the usual few lire, has been exalted as a ben¬ 
efit which would be enjoyed by the collectivity of the 
whole area, while it is dramatically obvious that their 
personal and circumscribed interests would be heavily 
paid for by the poor if not other than by an immediate 
and considerable rise in prices from rents to goods of 
primal necessity. There can be no doubt that one of the 
obstacles to be contended with in the struggle will be 
precisely the organization of the shopkeepers in the 
area. 

Another category who bears responsiblity is that of the 
small proprietor who conformed immediately to the indi¬ 
cations of struggle supplied by the CP, precisely because 
they are convinced that this strategy does not Intend to 
do anything of any immediate real content. In fact the 
small proprietors, even those directly damaged by the 
construction of the base, want to prevent its construc¬ 
tion, but this is subordinated to an eventual proposal 
of an indemnity allowance by the organs responsible. In 
other words their struggle is linked to an uncertain con¬ 
dition: first they want to see how the State and Region 
behave, only then will they really be available to strug¬ 
gle and could go back on us if a proposal by the respon¬ 
sible bodies should become sufficient again. 

But there is one last category which will bear a great 
responsibility should it not respond coherently to the 
proposals of the bearers of death: the category of work- 
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ers, especially the labourers in the building sector, and 
even more the great number of unemployed who have delib¬ 
erately thrown to the gutter during the past few months 
in order to create a favourable disposition towards the 
base (bringing work and wellbeing!). The swindle is not 
difficult to understand. The consistency and duration of 
the work itself is practically minimal, the benefits to 
be drawn from it will have the same limited duration and 
soon be reabsorbed by the increase in prices, hence the 
solution would still be that of remaining unemployed or 
of leaving to swell emigration. One might just as well 
impose one's own conditions right away, establishing the 
terms of the struggle immediately, making it impossible 
for the bearers of death to continue their blackmail. It 
is necessary to be very clear on this subject. Struggling 
immediately and efficiently, two results could be obtain¬ 
ed: the construction of the base could be blocked and the 
bosses and politicians be obliged to find a solution to 
the problem of unemplo 5 mient with other initiatives which 
will be realized more quickly the more effective the 
struggle against the base. 

AN ORGANIZATIONAL PROPOSAL 


The means suggested and put into practice by the Commun¬ 
ist Party are not suitable for preventing the construc¬ 
tion of the base. This aim will not be reached through 
colossal but ineffective marches, courageous but isolated 
hunger strikes or the signing of petitions which will be 
rendered useless by the swindles of power. Such means are 
ficticious means which do not really intend to prevent 
the construction of the base. It is necessary to employ 
harder and more effective ones. The bosses and their ser¬ 
vants understand one language: that of fear. It is neces¬ 
sary therefore to frighten them, as has been done in the 
past. It is enough to think of the occupation of the land 
which has put an end to the injustices of the large land- 
owners. It is therefore necessary to have recourse to the 
means of occupation, sabotage, hard frontal attack. 

The problem of Comiso runs the very great risk of isola¬ 
tion, i.e. of becoming closed as a specific struggle 
within a precise area of Sicily and within that kind of 
struggle which has as its point of reference anti-mili¬ 
tarism, the struggle against war and against nuclear pow- 
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er. The passage to the generalization of interventions to 
other sectors, and therefore to discussion and examina¬ 
tion of methods to be used in struggle against the base 
in Comiso can only be realized through an analytical and 
creative contribution of the movement as a whole. 

Our aim is to suggest the creation (and therefore to con¬ 
tribute to creating) self-managed leagues against the 
Comiso base in the various localities, leagues which will 
be able to continue the struggle in the first person, de¬ 
termining the characteristics of the conflict. We are 
reasonably certain that a strong dissent exists in the 
various provinces of Ragusa and particularly in Comiso 
itself among the base of the CP concerning the methods of 
struggle suggested by this party. Moreover there also ex¬ 
ists considerable dissent within the base of the Social¬ 
ist Party who do not share the positions of Craxi and 
Lagorio, and this component is very strong especially 
among the old farm hands. Moreover one can count on a 
non-political dissent which could, if opportunely sensi¬ 
tized through a capillary intervention in the peripheries 
of the various towns, draw in the proletarian women in 
particular. In a struggle such as Comiso the function 
which this strata could develop should in no way be un¬ 
derestimated . 

In conclusion, it appears that our efforts should be dir¬ 
ected towards the birth and growth of this organizational 
structure with self-managed characteristics. The develop¬ 
ment of the struggle, which we foresee must necessarily 
address itself towards harder and more acute levels, 
would then have a solid base which would necessarily and 
autonomously be capable of operating the class selection 
which will make the positive result of the revolutionary 
engagement possible. 

* * * 

Just as we were going to press, the feminist paper 
Kinesis published an article in their October '83 issue 
on the involvement of women in the struggle against the 
Ouise missile base at Comiso. The writer, Monika Grun- 
berg, met with women from Comiso during her visit to the 
Creenham Common Peace Camp last summer. Grunberg notes 
tliat a women's group from Catania "brought a statement 
to a women's peace conference in Amsterdam, which firmly 
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established a connection between nuclear escalation and 
male violence" and that in 1982 a group of women from 
Greenham Common visited Comiso and stayed. She also des¬ 
cribes several women's actions such as the four-hour 
closure of the base on January 4th, 1983, the blockade 
on International Women's Day, and the establishment of a 
women's peace camp in June 1983. Through an association 
called "La Ragnatella" (The Spiderweb), the women are 
buying a small parcel of land right next to the base and 
in the way of a runway extension. For more information, 
check out this article in Kinesis, or write to: La Ragna- 
tela, Campo Di Donne per la Pace, Comiso. 

Brinks Trials Completed 


New African Prisoner of War Kuwesi Balagoon and captured 
anti-imperialist Freedom Fighters Judy Clark and David 
Gilbert were each sentenced to three consecutive 25 year 
terms to life following their conviction on murder char¬ 
ges stemming from the attempted expropriation of a Brinks 
truck on October 10, 1981. The sentence was given by 
judge David S. Ritter in Goshen, N.Y. on October 6th, 
1983. 

In his closing statement to the court David Gilbert said 
"The rulers, the rich and their armed mercenaries are the 
only lives valued by this court. We say that if they sen¬ 
tence us to 1,000 years or shoot us at dawn tomorrow, it 
will not save this social system." "Legal rituals," added 
Kuwesi Balagoon, "have no effect on the historic process 
of armed struggle by oppressed nations." (Information and 
quotes from N.Y. Times , Oct. 7, 1983). 

In the separate Federal conspiracy trial in Manhattan, 
N.Y., Freedom Fighter Sekou Odinga and anti-imperialist 
activist Silvia Baraldini were convicted of conspiracy 
and a related racketeering charge, and Edward L. Joseph 
and Cecil Ferguson were convicted on the lesser charge of 
being accessories. Bilal Sunni-Ali and Iliana Robison 
were acquired of all charges. (Info from N.Y. Times Sept. 
4, 1983). 

For more information, contact Resistance Task Force, P.O. 
Box 254 Stuyvesant Station N.Y. 10009 USA. 
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